University of Wales, Bangor

APPLICATION FOR UNIVERSITY TITLE AND CHANGE OF NAME

Background

After consultation with a wide range of internal and external ‘stakeholders’, the University Council has resolved to recommend that an application should be made to the Privy Council for ‘University title’ and a change of name to ‘Bangor University’. 
This step follows news from the Privy Council that the University’s application for Degree Awarding Powers (submitted in 2005, and the subject of a rigorous inspection  in 2005/6) has been successful. It marks a highly significant stage in the development of the University. If achieved, ‘University title’ will enable the institution further to project and enhance our reputation for academic excellence.
All external respondents to the ‘change of name’ consultation (including a number of Members of Parliament, Vice-Chancellors and Principals of other HE institutions in Wales, Principals of Further Education Colleges in North Wales, and organisations such as the Welsh Joint Education Committee) supported the name ‘Bangor University’. 

Internally, there was a greater mix of opinions, although again the majority supported ‘Bangor University’; a minority of staff and students expressed a preference for the title ‘University of Bangor’, while some favoured ‘North Wales’ or ‘Wales’ in the title. The University Council agreed with the view that it is desirable to distinguish between the legal title of the University and how the University is marketed and branded. The comments which follow attempt to explain in more detail the key aspects of this change.

Why is it necessary to change the name of the University of Wales, Bangor (UWB)?

It is necessary because constitutional changes are taking place to the federal University of Wales, of which the University of Wales, Bangor, is a member.  In 2007 the University of Wales will cease to be a federal organisation and will instead become a ‘confederal, non-membership’ organisation sitting alongside other Higher Education institutions in Wales. In the light of this, it is inevitable that UWB should wish to safeguard and clarify its status as an independent university. It has already applied for Degree Awarding Powers (and has been informed that, following a rigorous inspection and assessment, that application has been successful), and must now seek to secure a ‘University Title’ in its own right.
The proposals relating to UWB have been drafted in consultation with officers of the University of Wales.
It should be noted that other institutions in Wales are also affected. Cardiff has already become ‘Cardiff University’, while Swansea and Aberystwyth are also applying for University title and a change of name to ‘Swansea University’ and ‘Aberystwyth University’ respectively.

Isn’t this discarding a name that we have had for over 120 years?

No!  The name ‘University of Wales, Bangor’ has been in use only since the mid-1990s.  For over 110 years the legal title of the institution was ‘University College of North Wales’ – though even then it was often referred to as ‘Bangor University’. However, it must be stressed that what is proposed is a legal and technical adjustment : Bangor will not suddenly become a different institution, and the long and distinguished history of the University will continue to be celebrated and cherished.
Will the degrees gained by students be affected?

No. This makes no difference at all to the nomenclature, or to the quality or standards, of degrees gained by students of the University. 
Will they still be degrees of the ‘University of Wales’?

Yes. Although the University will have legal power to award its own degrees, it is not exercising this power. It will still be awarding degrees of the University of Wales. The degree certificates awarded to students who are admitted to degrees will be unchanged.

If at some point in the future a decision is taken to award degrees of Bangor University, this will apply only to new students who enroll after the decision is taken. Students who are currently registered will be unaffected.

Isn’t it an advantage to have ‘Wales’ in the title, particularly internationally?

It is fair to say that a title containing ‘Wales’ or even ‘University of Wales’ may be more widely recognised in the short term. However, as the Council has recognised, it is important to distinguish between the legal, constitutional title of the University and the way in which it is ‘branded’ and ‘styled’. The University will be marketed in different ways for different purposes, and for some purposes there will certainly be a need to make the direct association between the University and its region, or its country – or even to the University of Wales whilst it continues to award University of Wales degrees.
In any event, from a presentational standpoint, there is a widespread lack of understanding now of the University’s position. The current situation – in which Bangor is often listed under ‘W’ (for University of Wales) in any list of Universities – is not helpful, and there is frequently confusion about the correct title of the University. An article in the Sunday Times recently referred to us a ‘The University of North Wales’, while others have described us as ‘Bangor University College’. It is also the case that ‘Bangor’ is often left out entirely in references to the University, and we are referred to as the ‘University of Wales’, prompting confusion with other Welsh institutions. The proposed change will bring much-needed clarity.
Who will make the decision, and when?

The final decision on whether UWB is granted ‘University title’ and a change of name is taken by the Privy Council. Even if all the relevant constitutional processes are completed promptly it is unlikely that a decision will be taken before the summer of 2007.
