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Founded in 2001, CHEME is one of the leading health economics centres in the UK.

Our aims are:

 To promote and sustain high-quality research

To maximise opportunities for research grant capture and publication in high impact journals

To support the evidence base for decision-making in health and social care
To develop a new generation of health economists


The Centre is active across a range of health economic and medicines evaluation activities.  These are broadly categorised into the following research themes:

· Public health economics and the health economics of psychosocial interventions and other non-pharmacological health technologies, led by Professor Rhiannon Tudor Edwards
· Pharmacoeconomics, pharmaceutical policy, medication adherence and medicines use, led by Professor Dyfrig Hughes
· Methodological research, focusing on economic evaluation alongside clinical trials, and health outcome measurement

CHEME has been successful in attracting research funding from numerous sources, most notably the MRC, ESRC, NIHR, CRUK and WG, to support its research. The centre provides support to Public Health Wales and AWMSG.

Additionally, CHEME leads on the economic assessment of all new medicines in Wales, provides health economics research support across Wales and the North West of England; and methodological research support via the MRC Methodological Advisory Service for Trials. CHEME provides support to Public Health Wales on the methodology of healthcare services prioritisation.
The Centre has an active PhD studentship programme, and provides postgraduate teaching modules in health economics and public health economics.
Current research projects

Economic evaluations alongside clinical trials e.g.

· Reminiscence groups for people with dementia

· Managing challenging behaviour in dementia at home and in care homes

· Child-centred intervention for diabetes

· Community-based dental health preventive services

· Depression in Visual Impairment Trial
· Levetiracetam and zonisamide versus standard treatments for epilepsy
· Methods of insulin delivery in children with diabetes mellitus

· Adalimumab for juvenile idiopathic arthritis associated uveitis

· Rituximab-containing regimens for follicular lymphoma in older patients

Methodological research e.g.

· Database of Instruments for Resource Use Measurement (www.DIRUM.org)

· Health outcome measures in dementia, and epilepsy

· Standard Operating Procedures for trial-based economic evaluations

· Methods of economic evaluation of technologies to support people living with long term disability

· Adherence research: determinants, costs and consequences

· Pharmacokinetic-pharmacodynamic modelling in health economics

Policy research e.g.

· Generic prescribing, value-based pricing, biosimilars, orphan drugs, innovation
· Analysis of the role of choice in health care
· Analysis of political devolution and health policy
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