
Routes to an award
The following diagram shows examples of how the accumulation of credits can lead to a Higher Education award.

Any combination of accredited 
modules at Level 4

Certificate programme in a single subject or core mod-
ules (80 credits) in a single subject 

and 40 ‘top up’credits at Level 4

Modules in chosen subjects at Level 4 (120 credits) fol-
lowed by 120 credits at Level 5

Modules in chosen subjects at Level 4 (120 credits) fol-
lowed by 120 credits at Level 5 

including work placement

Modules in chosen subjects at Level 4 (120 credits) fol-
lowed by 120 credits at Level 5 
and then 120 credits at Level 6

Taught modules (usually 30 credits per module) 
at Level 7 after completing a Postgraduate Certificate

Final dissertation after completing 
a Postgraduate Diploma

Lifelong Learning Certificate
e.g. Lifelong Learning Certificate in Modern Languages

Certificate of Higher Education
e.g. HE Certificate in Personal & Professional Skills

Diploma of Higher Education
e.g. HE Diploma in Fine Art

Foundation Degree
e.g. FdA Substance Misuse

Bachelor Degree
e.g. BA (Hons) Social Studies

Postgraduate Certificate
e.g. PG Cert Community Development

Masters Degree
e.g. MA Women’s Studies

60 Credits

180 Credits

240 Credits

240 Credits

360 Credits

60 Credits

120 Credits

120 Credits

Taught modules (usually 30 credits per module) 
at Level 7

Postgraduate Diploma
e.g. PG Dip Community Development


