BANGOR UNIVERSITY

ENTRANCE SCHOLARSHIP EXAMINATIONS

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Time allowed: 2 hours

Answer ANY THREE of the following questions, supporting your answers with examples wherever possible. 
1. What is a standard language? In your answer, explain how Standard British English differs from dialectal British English (you may choose one or several dialects to illustrate your point). Consider vocabulary, sounds, and grammar/syntax in your answer.
2. Summarise the typical linguistic development of a child growing up in a monolingual English home in the UK today between the ages of zero and five years old. You should mention the development of their pronunciation (phonology), their syntax and their vocabulary as relevant.
3. Explain some of the main ways in which Present Day English differs linguistically from the English of William Shakespeare’s time. 

4. Provide THREE functions that a young person might use language for, and explain how these functions might differ socially and/or linguistically from one another.
5. “Despite beliefs to the contrary, women’s and men’s English speech is actually the same.” Do you agree with this statement? Explain why or why not.
6. “English is now the world’s second language.” Explain to what extent you think this statement is true, discussing at least three different contrasting societies worldwide in your answer. 
7. To what extent is language a part of a person’s identity? How do different groups in society express their group identity through language use?
8. Describe the social circumstances that can lead to language death, and explain some means by which language death can be averted for an endangered language in the world today.
