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Present
:
Dr. Llion Jones (Chair), Dr. Andrew Davies, Mr. Huw Ellis, 


Mr. Geraint George, Mr. Aled Griffiths, Mrs. Bethan Wyn Jones, Miss Eirian Jones, Miss Sioned Medi Jones, Dr. Gwyn Lewis, Mrs. Delyth Murphy, Dr. Sara Parry, Dr. Robert Pope, Mr. Stephen Rees, Dr. Paula Roberts, Professor Gerwyn Wiliams, Miss Sharyn Williams, Mr. Emyr Roberts (Secretary).

Apologies
Dr. Eryl Wyn Davies, Dr. Jason Walford Davies, Mr. Dewi Jones, Mr. Ifor Gruffydd, Dr. Lowri Hughes, Mr. Bryn Jones, Professor Densil Morgan, Dr. Enlli Môn Thomas, Dr. Eifiona Thomas Lane, Professor Deri Tomos, Dr. Catrin Haf Williams, Mrs. Gwenan Williams, Dr. Prysor Williams, Miss Sarah Williams, Dr. Einir Young.

1.
WELCOME 
The Chair welcomed Mr. Huw Ellis, Miss Eirian Jones and Miss Sharyn Williams to their first School meeting. 
2.
MINUTES  
The minutes of the School meeting held on 20 April 2009 were received as a correct record. 
3.
MATTERS ARISING  

(i)
Item 4 Neuadd John Morris Jones

A memorandum of understanding, which is now ready to be signed, has been drawn up between the University and the students. The Estates Department has commissioned a feasibility study to look at linking the Tegfan and Bryn Dinas buildings.  The matter is now in the hands of the Estates Department and it is hoped to move to the new site by September 2010. 
(ii)
Language Skills Certificates 
It was reported that the Funding Council, at the request of the Assembly Government, is considering how to introduce Welsh Medium Competence Certificates for Initial Teacher Training. In the meantime the Sector Group has established a Task and End Group to proceed with the task of introducing a Language Skills Certificate to students in general. The chair emphasised that both developments will need to be carefully co-ordinated to avoid duplicating efforts. 
(iii)
Federal College 
It was reported that the timescale for establishing a Shadow Council for the Federal College has elapsed. The initial intention was to establish it by the end of September but there have been no developments to date. 
(iv)
National Eisteddfod at Y Bala 
It was reported that the University stand at the Bala Eisteddfod this year had been a success. The Chair thanked all the staff who worked at the stand, as well as the contributions of academic schools to activities at the stand and in the science marquee. 
Members were asked to start thinking about ideas for the Urdd and National Eisteddfod in 2010.


(v)
It was reported that the Vice-Chancellor and Dr. Ioan Matthews had referred to the Funding Council the University’s concern regarding the Research Excellence Strategy and the need to ensure that Welsh medium research is scored in such a manner which ensures that it is not undervalued. 
4.
 TASIG REPORT
The Chair gave a summary of the discussions of the Welsh Language Strategy Task Group in its meetings held on 13 May and 15 June 2009.

· It was reported that two Scholarships had been deferred until October 2010 and correspondence regarding applications for 2010/2011 has been circulated with a closing date of 20 November. 
· It was noted that the University has produced a response to the Assembly’s Welsh Medium Education Strategy. 
5.
REVIEWING THE WELCOME WEEK AND PROMOTION ACTIVITY 
It was reported that the efforts made this year to attract Welsh medium students to the University needed to be evaluated. A particular effort was made this year with the Welsh Medium Modules Booklet and an e-mail message being circulated to every student in Wales before they started at the University. The Students’ Union and the peer guides played a prominent role in many of the Schools. The Union had also provided two articles in the paper ‘Llef’ and had circulated a questionnaire. Around 300 students had shown an interest in Cymdeithas Llywelyn, the society for Welsh learners. 
 Mr. Rees asked if it would be possible to have a box on the UCAS form requesting information about the linguistic ability of prospective students. 
Mr. Griffiths said that there was a need to look again at the location of the modules fair to identify the Welsh medium students from the other students. The question of funding the bursaries and the source of the funding was raised. It was additionally felt that postgraduate students should have an opportunity to apply for Welsh medium bursaries. It was agreed that the matter should be discussed in the next TASIG meeting.  (Action LLJ).

6.
Y PORTH

A presentation was given by Mrs. Bethan Wyn Jones, Information Technology Services, on the new provision, ‘Y Porth’.  It is described as a Welsh medium e-learning national platform and was launched at the National Eisteddfod at Y Bala. It will serve as an e-learning platform for staff and students in all Welsh HE institutions and as a platform for some public resources.  

This year a module is delivered through Y Porth by the School of Law to students at Aberystwyth University. Currently the Porth includes 8 specific resources and 3 modules.  
From now on the Porth’s existence will be need to be considered regarding all applications for national projects, but some of the scheme’s implications will need further discussion, such as copyright on the modules and how the institutions which provide the material should be reimbursed.  
7.
STAFF DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 2009/2010

The Staff Training and Development Programme for 2009/2010 was received for information. A number of significant developments have taken place in Staff Development over the past 2 years, including the provision of an entire Welsh medium route for the tHE qualification. As regards the national workshops, more of them will be provided in Bangor this year. 
8.
SCHOOL CHAIR  

The Chair said that he wished to invite nominations for the School chair in the hope of securing a chair from amongst academic staff members who were associated with Welsh medium teaching. Members were of the opinion that it was not imperative for the chair to be a member of the academic staff and that there were some advantages to the current system. 
It was agreed that the Chair would continue in post until the end of the academic year and that the situation be reconsidered then. 
9.
UNIVERSITY 125TH ANNIVERSARY  
Professor Gerwyn Wiliams reported that as part of the University’s 125th anniversary, a celebration of the contribution of the School of Welsh will be held in the Main Arts Lecture Theatre at 10.00 a.m. on Saturday 17 October 2009.

10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the School will be held at 2.15 p.m. on Wednesday 27 January, 2010 in the Council Chamber. 
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