














REUNIONS & EVENTS
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Lord Mervyn Davies (left) in conversation with Sir Howard Stringer

BANGOR IN CHINA

AN EVENING WITH SIR HOWARD STRINGER

In November 2015, the University was honoured to have Sir Howard Stringer,
former CEO of Sony Corporation, as a guest speaker at an exclusive event for
Bangor alumni in London.

The Vice-Chancellor and members of the University's Development Board
welcomed over 100 alumni and friends of the University to the stunning Reading
and Writing Room and Gladstone Library of One Whitehall Place, London.

Alumni met over drinks and canapés before listening to Sir Howard Stringer in
conversation with Lord Mervyn Davies, Chair of Bangor University's Development
Board. Their discussion covered Sir Howard's Welsh roots, his time in the
Vietnam war and his distinguished career at CBS and Sony.

Vice-Chancellor, Prof. John G. Hughes, welcomed more than 140 Bangor University alumni to reunions held in China recently.

Alumni and guests were hosted in Beijing and Shanghai at receptions which celebrated the achievements of Bangor alumni based in China.
The first Alumnus of the Year China award was presented in Shanghai (see page 9) and both reunions gave alumni the chance to reconnect with

former classmates and their alma mater.

Above: Shanghai reunion. Below: Beijing reunion
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Reunions & Events

KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN,
SEPTEMBER 2016

Following successful events in 2014 and 2015, a third
reunion was held for Bahraini alumni in the beautiful
Four Seasons Hotel, Bahrain Bay in September.

Overlooking Bahrain bay and the stunning Manama skyline,
alumni and guests enjoyed catching up with friends over
drinks and meeting senior members of staff from Bangor
including Vice-Chancellor, Prof. John G. Hughes, Sheila
O'Neal, Executive Director of Development and Prof. Phil
Molyneux, Dean of the College of Business, Law, Education
and Social Sciences.

The event celebrated the partnership between Bangor and
the Bahrain Institute of Banking and Finance (BIBF) and
took place a day after the annual BIBF graduation, which
saw over 50 Bahraini students receive their Bangor-
validated degrees.

Her Majesty’'s Ambassador to the Kingdom of Bahrain,
Simon Martin, attended and addressed the group as did His
Excellency Rasheed Mohammed Al Maraj, Governor of the
Central Bank of Bahrain. The first Bangor / BIBF Alumnus
of the Year award was also presented during the ceremony
(see page 9).

Prof. John G. Hughes (right) presents H.E. Rasheed Mohammed Al Maraj with a framed Welsh flag

- Ambassador Simon Martin (left)

Alumni were welcomed to a number of other events held this year, including:

e Areunion in Boston, USA held during « Agrand reunion for School of Ocean « Areunionin Changsha, in the Hunan

the annual Harvard Celtic Colloguium
to celebrate Bangor's links with
Harvard University

» A Bangor 2020 Group meeting in London
with guest speaker Guto Harri, Honorary
Fellow and Director of Communications at
News UK

* Aten-year anniversary reunion for the
School of Law

Sciences alumni to celebrate the
completion of the new Marine Centre Wales
in Menai Bridge

The inaugural Professor Sir John O'Reilly
lecture. Prof. O'Reilly is one of the UK's
most eminent engineers, previously
Director General of Knowledge and
Innovation for the UK Government and
former Head of the School of Electronic

province of China, to celebrate Bangor's
partnership with the Central South
University of Forestry and Technology,
Changsha

Alumni events in Ghana and Uganda
hosted by staff from Bangor’'s School
of Environment, Natural Resources and
Geography

For further details and to see photos
from some of the events,

visit: www.bangor.ac.uk/alumni/
reunionevents.php.en

Engineering and Computer Science at

+ The annual reunion held during the National Bangor University

Eisteddfod of Wales * The second annual Dr Tom Parry Jones

Lecture in Entrepreneurship
(see page 19)

Please remember to keep us up to date with your contact details so we can invite you to relevant reunions

and events: www.bangor.ac.uk/alumni/update
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In Memoriam

The University wishes to acknowledge all those alumni who have passed since the last issue
of Bangoriad. We have received the following obituaries for publication:

DR TREVOR WILLIAMS

(PhD BOTANY, 1962)

John Trevor Williams (always known as Trevor)
made an enormous contribution towards
conserving the genes of the world’s food crops. At
the International Board for Plant Genetic Resources
(IBPGR) in Rome, where he was Executive
Secretary then Director from 1974 to 1989, he
directed a programme of collecting, conserving and
sharing the crop varieties that farmers had grown
for centuries — the genetic resources needed for
plant breeding and crop improvement.

At the time farmers were adopting new, higher-
yielding seeds and many traditional crop varieties
risked becoming extinct. One way to preserve
genetic diversity was to place seeds in a gene
bank for long-term conservation. IBPGR helped to
establish an international network of gene banks,
culminating in the opening, in 2008, of the Svalbard
Global Seed Vault, the so-called “Doomsday Vault”,
inside a sandstone mountain on the Norwegian
island of Spitzbergen. Today, millions of seeds

are stored for posterity deep beneath the Arctic
permafrost. By the time Trevor stepped down as
Director, there were more than 1,000 gene banks or
collections around the world. IBPGR subsequently
evolved into Bioversity International.

Trevor showed an interest in flora from an early

age. From Moseley Hall Grammar School he went

on to study Botany at Selwyn College, Cambridge,
graduating in 1959, and completed his PhD in 1962 at
the University of Wales, Bangor, under the supervision
of the population biologist Professor JL Harper. He
then spent three years as a research fellow at ETH
Zurich, and was awarded his DSc. for research on
threatened wet-meadow plant communities.

After leaving the IBPGR in 1989, he moved to
Washington DC where he advised the management
of Diversity, a genetic resources magazine, and
was a founder member of the International Centre
for Underutilised Crops. He was an adviser to the
International Network for Bamboo and Rattan.

He won many honours and served with the British
Ecological Society, the Botanical Society of the
British Isles, Warwickshire Nature Conservation
and the Birmingham Natural History Society.

Dr Williams passed away at the age of 76 in
March 2015.

Bangor University is very grateful for a
bequest left by Dr Williams, funds from
which will be used annually to support
studentships, projects, programmes and
equipment in the area of agricultural
botany. For further details on how a legacy
to Bangor University. For further details
on how a legacy can be used to support the
University, please contact Sheila O’Neal,
Executive Director of Development, on
sheila.oneal@bangor.ac.uk / 01248 382004.

PROFESSOR ROGER NEVILLE HUGHES

(1944-2015)

(PhD ZOOLOGY, 1968)

Roger Hughes, who died of pulmonary
fibrosis at the age of 71, was the

Lloyd Roberts Professor of Zoology at
Bangor University.

Roger was born in Padiham, Lancs and
attended Accrington Grammar School.
From there he came to University College
of North Wales, Bangor, where he gained
a first-class honours degree in Zoology in
1965. He completed his PhD for research
into the feeding and reproduction of

the bivalve Scrobicularia plana at the

University’'s Marine Laboratories in Menai
Bridge in 1968.

It was there that he met Helen Holmes
who was also studying for a PhD. They
married in 1968 and then spent two
years at Dalhousie University at Halifax in
Nova Scotia, where Roger was awarded

a prestigious Killam Post-Doctoral
Fellowship. There he undertook research
into the energetics of marine benthic
communities.

In 1971 Roger was appointed a lecturer

in Zoology in Bangor. Here his research
into the feeding ecology of gastropod
molluscs, crabs, and sticklebacks resulted
in his being appointed Reader and awarded
a DSc a personal Chair and the Lloyd
Roberts Chair in Zoology.

Upon retiring in 2011, after 40 years of
employment, he continued writing papers
and editing journals. Roger wrote three
influential books on marine organisms
and 210 scientific papers. He was always
a generous and helpful colleague, a

kind and patient tutor and supervisor to
his undergraduates, PhD students and
postdoctoral fellows.

He is survived by Helen, their two daughters
and three grandsons.

DR LLEWELYN GWYN CHAMBERS

(1924-2014)

(MATHEMATICS, 1944)

Gwyn was born in Romford, Essex, and grew up in Kenton, Middlesex. At the outbreak of
the war, he was sent to Criccieth as an evacuee and studied his sixth form education in
Porthmadog Grammar School before going to college in Bangor to study mathematics.
After graduating in 1944 he worked as a Scientific Officer for the Navy in Rosyth and
later moved to Haselmere to do secret military research. He also lectured at the military

college in Shrivenham.

In 1954 he was appointed lecturer at his old college at Bangor. He graduated with a DSc.
in 1969 and was promoted to Reader. He married Mona (Rees Owen), a Welsh teacher at
Ysgol Botwnnog, in 1955. When he retired in 1991, he said that he missed the teaching
the most. He published several textbooks, and introduced elementary practical statistics
through the medium of Welsh in his book Ystadegaeth Elfennol (1991).

From the beginning in Bangor, Wales and everything Welsh was central in his life and he
worked to develop the appropriate Welsh vocabulary in mathematics and science. This
led to the development of a Welsh magazine about science, Y Gwyddonydd, in 1963. He
was on the editorial board from the beginning until 1993.

The history of mathematics, in particular Welsh mathematicians, was of great interest to
Gwyn and he published several articles about them and a book, Mathemategwyr Cymru
(1994). Anything that concerned the University of Wales was of great importance to him
and he was very active with the Guild of Graduates, acting as treasurer for 27 years.

He was a man of integrity and independent opinion whose passing has left a void in the
community and the world of Welsh education has lost an ardent benefactor. Llewelyn

Gwyn Chambers died on December 9, 2014.

Obituary written by Alun O. Morris (Emeritus Professor of Mathematics, Aberystwyth
University and former student of Gwyn Chambers at Bangor)
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PROFESSOR GWYN THOMAS

hen Gwyn Thomas died in

April 2016, Wales lost a

national treasure. For nearly
forty years, he influenced generations
of students as a lecturer, professor
and head of Welsh at Bangor
University. And for over half a
century, he was one of the leading
scholars of his generation and one
of Wales’ most prolific, significant and
popular poets.
To ensure that Gwyn's legacy remains alive,
Bangor University has establish a memorial
fund to support and reward students from the
School of Welsh - the department with which
he was identified as a student and scholar

throughout most of his professional career
—in the varied fields that interested him.

All donations will be gratefully received in
memory of a man who left a lasting impression.
Bangor University's Development and Alumni
Relations Office has already pledged its support
by committing £2.00 for every £1.00 that is
raised (for the first £5,000 that is contributed).
For whoever wishes to donate, the details of
the "Gwyn Thomas Memorial Fund” may be
found here.

“Gwyn Thomas Memorial Fund”

Attention Sheila O'Neal, Development and
Alumni Relations Office

Bank name: Santander UK Plc
Bank sort code: 09-02-22
Account number: 10364019

Account name: Bangor University

Prof. Gwyn Thomas, © Marian Delyth

66 There’s an old Russian
proverb that says, ‘Life isn’t
crossing a field.” Right: it's

i hore.
crossing a shore 0

Gwyn Thomas, ‘Crossing a Shore’, trans. Joseph P. Clancy

NOTICE: BANGOR UNIVERSITY OLD STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

At the Annual General meeting of the local Bangor Old Students’ Association (OSA) held in November it was agreed
that the local OSA should cease to exist at the end of December 2016. The Association’s accounts will be closed
and after paying all outstanding debts the monies will be passed to the Professor Gwyn Thomas Memorial Fund. In

addition to contributing so much to Bangor University's School of Welsh and to Wales and its literature, Gwyn was a
loyal member of the Association.

Please note that all bank arrangements (Standing Orders and Direct Debits) for membership payments to the

Bangor OSA should be cancelled.
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