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The processing of negative polarity items (NPI) raises an interesting question for the human sentence processor since they require syntactic as well as semantic/pragmatic information to be licensed. Therefore, it is one of the specific scenarios that are potentially interesting to further examine the interplay of these two components of grammar in real-time processing. 


 Previous work on NPI licensing in German (Drenhaus et al. 2005, Saddy et al. 2004, Vasishth et al 2005, 2006) and English (Xiang et al. 2006) has shown that the parser does not always respect the licensing of structural conditions of NPIs and that, surprisingly, speakers sometimes take constructions were the licensor is structurally inaccessible for the NPI as acceptable. These results have raised the question of what kind of information the parser is using when processing constructions that require more semantic composition than pure syntactic dependencies. 
In this talk I will examine an agreement requirement present in embedded structures that contain NPIs in Basque and Spanish (reflected in the appearance of a partitive complementizer in Basque and a subjunctive mood at the verb in Spanish), in order to determine what role agreement information plays in the processing of NPI constructions and how the licensing of these constructions proceeds in real-time. 

I will present results from two behavioural experiments in Basque and Spanish that show that reading time differences surface when there is the wrong agreement at the verb in Spanish or at the complementizer in Basque and when the NPI cannot be licensed by the preceding context. 

Overall, results from both Spanish and Basque show that the parser is sensitive to agreement information when licensing NPI constructions and that agreement can be a reliable cue to test the licensing conditions of NPI constructions in real-time sentence comprehension. 
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