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Module BSX-2028:
Introduction to Herpetology





    
        
            Introduction to Herpetology 2024-25

            BSX-2028

            2024-25

            School of Environmental & Natural Sciences

            Module - Semester 2

            20 credits

            
                Module Organiser:
                
                Wolfgang Wuster

                
            

        

    


    
        
            General
            Assessments
        

    
        
        
            
                
                    
                    Overview

                    
Lectures will cover:

	Evolutionary trends 
	Reproduction, Physiology and Function
	Community Structure
	Conservation
	Venom and venom evolution


Practicals on:

	Amphibian biology
	Diversity and locomotion
	Venom function and analysis


                    
                    
                    
                    Assessment Strategy

                    
-threshold -D- to D+: A threshold student should have a basic knowledge of the essential facts and key concepts of herpetology presented in the module. Written answers should demonstrate an ability to organise relevant lecture material into a coherent argument. Practical reports should demonstrate a basic ability to analyse data and interpret and present results

-good -B- to B+: A good student should have thorough factual knowledge across all aspects of the module, and be able to name examples where appropriate. Written answers should demonstrate an ability to think about the subject and to synthesise lecture material and some information from background reading. Practical reports should display a good level of understanding of data, analysis, interpretation and presentation

-excellent -A- to A+: An excellent student should have a high levels of detailed factual knowledge across all aspects of the module, and be able to detail examples where appropriate. Written answers should demonstrate an ability to think critically about the subject and to synthesise lecture material and information from extensive background reading. Practical reports should display a high level of critical understanding of data, analysis, interpretation and presentation

-another level-C- to C+: A Class 2.2 student should have a moderate levels of factual knowledge across most aspects of the module, and be able to provide some examples where appropriate. Written answers should demonstrate a reasonable grasp the subject and tlecture material. Practical reports should display a moderate level of understanding of data, analysis, interpretation and presentation.

                    
                     
                    
                    
                        Learning Outcomes
 

                            
	
Critically discuss the origin and evolutionary biology of venom in reptiles
                            
                        
                    
                        
                        
                            

	
Critically evaluate the threats facing amphibian and reptile species and understand some ways in which they can be countered.
                            
                        
                    
                        
                        
                            

	Acquire practical skills and and experience relevant to different facets of herpetology
                            
                        
                    
                        
                        
                            

	Design and undertake practical work focusing on different aspects of herpetology
                            
                        
                    
                        
                        
                            

	Evaluate the evolutionary and ecological significance of amphibians and reptiles, and describe some major evolutionary trends within each group.
                            
                        
                    
                        
                        
                            

	Explain the major regulatory processes and discuss their advantages and limitations.
                             

 
                        
                    
                    
                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                    
                        Assessment method

                        Exam (Centrally Scheduled)

                    
                    Assessment type

                    Summative

                    
                        Description

                        End of module exam

                    
                    Weighting

                    40%

                    
                    

                

            
                
                    
                    
                        Assessment method

                        Report

                    
                    Assessment type

                    Summative

                    
                        Description

                        Practical 1 - feeding and locomotion

                    
                    Weighting

                    20%

                    
                        Due date

                        24/02/2023

                    
                    

                

            
                
                    
                    
                        Assessment method

                        Report

                    
                    Assessment type

                    Summative

                    
                        Description

                        Practical - toxinology OR amphibian locomotion

                    
                    Weighting

                    40%

                    
                        Due date

                        17/03/2023
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