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Non-Linear notes 

 
Essentially, non-linear notes are any other method of 
notetaking that is not in chronological order.  

The aim of non-linear notes is to group subjects, 
ideas and key topics in order of relevance or 
association.  

The most common method of achieving this is 
through mind maps.  

Non-linear notes help 
to break down 
information into 
manageable chunks 
and link them to other 
concepts.  

It is good practice to 
include the date, module name / number and 
lecture title, as well as a brief introduction at the top 
of the page and a summary at the bottom.  

On the next page is a simple handwritten mind map 
illustrating how one could be used as lecture notes:  
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Example of Non-Linear notes 

  


