
Contact us 

You are more than welcome to 

give us a ring or to visit the ar-

chives in person.   

We are open Monday to Friday 

from 9.00 to 5.00 and close for 

lunch between 1.00 and 2.00 

Phone : (01248) 383276 / 382966 

Email : archives@bangor.ac.uk 

Website :  

www.bangor.ac.uk/archives 

Under the  

magnifying glass 
Elen Wyn Simpson was invited in March to speak in a 

conference entitled “Shaping the Labour Party in Wales”. This was an excellent 

opportunity to boast about Bangor University’s collections and to reach a new au-

dience.   

Elen said :  “I was aware that the papers of Lord Cledwyn of Penrhos had once 

been in our possession for a short period between 1985 and 1990 before being 

transferred to the National Library of Wales, but to be truthful, I knew very little 

about the socialist material held amongst our other collections”. 

“Having searched through our finding aids , I was stunned to see how much mate-

rial we had on this subject”.  

In her presentation, Elen, took the opportunity to speak about the diaries of Thom-

as Bason, the papers of E.T. John MP, the papers of R. Silyn Roberts and the 

interesting collection of election ephemera held at the Archives. 

Within the papers of the poet T.E. Nicholas she discovered a  typed volume of 

poetry with a forward written by the bard during his time imprisoned at Swansea 

and Brixton prisons in the 1930’s. Despite being a member of the Labour party he 

had been arrested on the suspicion of being a fascist and treated unfairly by the 

police. Although this volume has been published, the forward has not, and it cer-

tainly makes interesting reading. (Bangor Ms 23338) 

The papers of David Thomas also revealed many documents of interest. He was a 

historian, who taught at several schools in Caernarfonshire and published many 

books. He took a particular interest in maritime history, was editor of the periodi-

cal, Lleufer, and an active socialist.  

One of his files produced a circular addressed to the secretaries of the Independ-

ent Labour Party from the early 

20th century (see image on left). 

The first point reveals that politi-

cal spin is not a new phenome-

non with the secretaries of the 

ILP being  informed : 

 “Mr Keir Hardie’s visit is not to be 

regarded as being for a “lecture”, 

or even a “meeting”, but should 

be boomed as a GREAT POLITI-

CAL DEMONSTRATION” 

A page taken from the papers of David Thomas 
(1880-1967) 

T. E. Nicholas (1879-1971) 

NEWS  
FROM  THE ARCHIVES AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

On the small screen 

Keep an eye out for documen-

taries starring documents held at 

Bangor University during this 

year.  

We have received several visits 

from television companies this 

past month. 

Amongst the subjects under the 

spotlight on BBCWales, BBC2 

and S4C will be the Women’s 

Institute, the Welsh in Patagonia 

and Victoria Terrace in Beaumar-

is. 

Archives Wales 

Readers Ticket 

 You must now register for a 

readers ticket in order to use 

the Archives. 

 Two forms of identification 

must be produced in order to 

register such as a drivers li-

cence, passport or bank card. 

 If you have not already regis-

tered, ask the staff for details. 

 

Archives and Special Collections Open Day 

Farewell to Einion 
On Thursday afternoon, the 26th of February, the academic community came to-

gether alongside the friends of the archives to say goodbye to Einion Wyn Thom-

as, the University Archivist and to wish him the best on his retirement. The Vice-

Chancellor, John Hughes, thanked him for his service to the University. 

Einion began his career as an archivist with Anglesey County Council in the Shire 

Hall in Llangefni before moving to Dolgellau as the archivist for Merionethshire. He 

arrived at Bangor University in 2002 and, during his time here, he has succeeded 

in raising the profile of the department through his colourful programme of exhibi-

tions and lectures.  

He will continue working with the Institute for the Study of Welsh Estates. 

Successful Open Day 

Einion’s farewell party was held in conjunction with the Open Day of the Archives 

and Special Collections. This event is held every two years and has always proven 

to be very popular amongst members of the University and the local community. 

The theme this year was “Wales and the World” with archives and rare books be-

ing displayed relating to various subjects such as the Welsh in Patagonia, mission-

aries, musicians from Wales who became famous in the US and sugar plantations 

in Jamaica owned by the Penrhyn Castle Estate. 
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Arthurian Collection 

A public lecture was delivered on the 16th of April 2015 by Dr Rog-

er Simpson entitled “Arthur : the King that Never Left Us” organised 

by the Library and Archives Service and the School of English Lit-

erature. 

In conjunction with this event an exhibition has been set up in the 

VC’s corridor to celebrate 50 years of Arthurian studies at Bangor 

University. The exhibition will contain existing Arthurian material 

from the University Library, but also display items from the collec-

tion recently received from the Flintshire County Libraries, namely 

“The Flintshire Harries Arthurian Collection”. 

This collection, which is of major interest to scholars and general 

readers, was originally donated to Flintshire County Libraries in 

1952 by E.R. Harries, a former librarian of the county. Flintshire 

and Clwyd library services then added further stock . It now con-

tains over 2,000 items of interest to scholars and general readers 

alike.  

The collection will enhance Bangor University’s existing collection, 

in particular through the addition of further rare books. Scholars 

who would have previously had to travel to both Mold and Bangor 

will now find these resources in the same location. 

The exhibition will be on display until 1st of May. 

Caeau Cymru on S4C 

Following the success of the first series, 

we are very pleased to see the return of 

Brychan Llyr and Rhian James to our 

screen with a second series that concen-

trates on the importance of place names 

and field names in Wales.  

In the third programme of the series, 

much attention was placed upon the 

Bulkeley Diaries (Henblas A 18-19) and 

the Extent of Anglesey dated 1352 

(Baron Hill ?)  - important and precious 

documents held at the University Ar-

chives.  

Brychan Llyr interviewed one of our most 

loyal readers, the Rev. Dafydd Wyn Wili-

am, in the Archives and asked him about 

the research work he had conducted on 

the famous Anglesey diaries.  

These diaries have now been digitised 

and images are available on the website 

of the Library and Archives Service 

alongside transcripts of the original  

http://bulkeleydiaries.bangor.ac.uk/

index.html  

A page taken from the Bulkeley  

An image taken from the Arthurian Collection 

New  

accessions 

In February we received 

a new collection to the 

Archives, thanks to the 

good work of the Institute 

for the Study of Welsh 

Estates in Wales.  

The papers of the Cae’r 

Ynwch estate in Merion-

ethshire is an interesting 

collection of deeds and 

various papers.  

In particular, the archivist, 

Einion Wyn Thomas was 

drawn to the deeds that 

contain the names of 

prominent Quakers in the 

Dolgellau area. 

Sarah Vaughan, Archivist, cataloguing the Penrhyn Papers 

Sugar and Slate Project 
The Penrhyn Castle collection is only one amongst many estate collections held 

here at Bangor University. However, it is our largest estate collection, and it at-

tracts researchers from far and wide since one of its most significant elements is 

the material relating to the sugar plantations in Jamaica. The collection spans a 

period of over 700 years and is wide ranging in its research potential. 

On the 2nd of March, Sarah Vaughan started working at the Archives. She is the 

Archivist who has been appointed for a period of 20 months on the Sugar and 

Slate Project to catalogue the remainder of the Penrhyn Castle Papers  

She has already cataloged some material which relates to the administration of 

the estate—items such as ledgers and tenancy agreements. But, there are many 

other boxes full of correspondence and other papers which require listing. Who 

knows what will turn up? 

Sarah said : “I am truly looking forward to the cataloguing work, but it will be a 

great challenge, simply because of the size of the collection. During the next few 

months I hope to keep some sort of diary or blog about my work and the docu-

ments that I discover.”  

For further details about the Penrhyn Castle Collection consult our website http://

www.bangor.ac.uk/archives. Sarah’s monthly updates will be appearing very soon 

at this address. 

PENRHYN         

CATALOGUES 

ONLINE 

Remember that parts of the 

Penrhyn Castle collection 

have already been listed with 

paper catalogues available at 

the department. 

However, we are aware of 

the need and demand to 

make these catalogues avail-

able online and this work has 

begun. 

Go to our website and click 

on “Online catalogue”. 


