Under the magnifying glass
(Visitors’ Book of the Victoria Hotel, Llanberis,
Bangor Manuscript 4151)
For several month, Rita Singer, a Research Officer from the

University of Wales Centre for Advanced Welsh and Celtic Studies
visited the Archives and Special Collections. She was particularly
interested in the visitors’’ books that we hold and studied them in
great detail, looking for the personal names and surnames of
visitors from abroad.

New Volunteers
5 new volunteers were
recruited in March to work
on a specific project which
is being led by the Institute
for the Study of Welsh
Estates (ISWE).
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Three of the volunteers are

Rita came across one entry in the Visitors’ Book of the Victoria
Hotel, Llanberis recording a visit made by George Bradshaw (18011852), cartographer, printer and
publisher who developed the
series known as
“Bradshaw’s
Guide”.

Bangor University students,

ARCHIFDAITH

whilst two are from the local

A mobile performance and installation uniting the past with the present
was held recently in Pontio. This was the creation of the artists Cai
Tomos and Marc Rees who conducted their research in the Archives,
pouring through our many catalogues.

It is written in
1849 : “We
brought the
Bradshaw himself
up the summit of
this mountain from
the Victoria Hotel,
Llanberis, without
a guide.”

the long term, aid

community.
They will be identifying
items from our catalogues of
estate papers which will, in
researchers to see the
research potential of our
wonderful collections.

On the 31st of March and the 1st of April 2016 the two constructed
and deconstructed imaginary architectural / archaeological forms to
declare historical facts through a sequence of choreographic
endeavours.
We would like to thank Pontio
and the Centre for Lifelong
Learning for their support.

Contact us

The page from the visitors’ book that refers to George
Bradshaw (above) and a sketch of hikers walking through
clouds (below)

2016
EXHIBITION
Since 2016 has
been named the
“Year of Adventure”
in Wales, the theme
of our exhibition this
year will be “Visitors
and Travellers to
North Wales”.
The exhibition will
be on display in the
Council Chamber
corridor, Main Arts
between the 11th of
April 2016 and the
16th of December
2016.

You are more than welcome to
give us a ring or visit the archives
in person.

This manuscript
will be on display
in our 2016
exhibition.

April 2016

We are open Monday to Friday
from 9.00 to 5.00 and close for
lunch between 1.00 and 2.00
Phone : (01248) 383276 / 382966
Email : archives@bangor.ac.uk
Website :

(For further information

http://www.bangor.ac.uk/archives

Cai Tomos and Marc Rees performing “Archifdaith”

regarding an item which
will be on display see our
“Under the magnifying
glass” feature on page 4)

New gifts
Two photograph albums
were recently received by
the Archives and Special
Collections. They are
considered to be of great
interest and a valuable
additions to one of our
collections in particular,
namely the papers of the
Plas Gwyn estate
(Pentraeth).

Visits and Visitors
Recently, the Archivist addressed two
local societies.
Some of the Penrhyn maps which will be conserved
this year

NMCT FUNDING FOR PENRHYN MAPS
Vital conservation work to fragile maps contained
within the Penrhyn Estate documents is to go ahead
thanks to a partnership between the Welsh
Government and the National Manuscripts
Conservation Trust (NMCT).
The Penrhyn Estate documents provide a unique and
valuable insight into the management of an estate in
North Wales during the nineteenth century.
Some of the maps are important for evidencing the
historic issues of the time. For example, the
Penrhyn/2219 map was produced as a consequence
of a cholera epidemic in Bangor in the 1850s and is
therefore a valuable research tool in understanding
this significant episode in the city’s social history.
The Penrhyn Estate papers were accepted for the nation in lieu of inheritance tax in 2010 and are
considered to be of outstanding national and
international significance.

In January, members of “University of
the Third Age” met at Berea Newydd
Chapel and were provided with an
introduction into the history of the
University, some background
information regarding how the
Archives was established, a summary
of the work of the Archives and
Special Collections and the type of
collections that we hold.
On the 1st of February a small group
from the Pentraeth Historical Society
visited the Archives and spent a
pleasant afternoon looking at items of
particular interest to them, which had
been picked-out by the Archivist from
the Plas Gwyn and Anglesey Hunt
collections.
If your society has a particular interest
in the activities of the Archives and
Special Collections please contact
Elen Simpson to arrange a visit or to
invite the Archivist to speak to your
members.
Phone : (01248)383276
Email : archives@bangor.ac.uk

The albums were put
together by a member of
the Vivian family of Plas
Gwyn and are full of
wonderful photographs
taken in the early 20th
century.
These volumes were
shown to members of the
Pentraeth Historical
Society, some of which
have visited the Archives

This picture of the Bishop’s Palace c. 1890 comes from the R.T. Prichard, Bangor Collection

R.T. Prichard, Bangor Papers
yet another collection catalogued !
The Archives and Special Collections is committed to making our collections
as accessible as possible and cataloguing is an important aspect of this aim.

Pitter-patter of tiny feet
Congratulations to Heledd Haf
Williams, our new Archives Assistant, on the birth of a baby
girl, Morfudd Rhys, on the 28th
of March, weighing 6 pounds
7½ ounces.
Also, all the best to Lynette
Hunter, our Archivist, who will
be going on maternity leave this
month.
We wish both of them well during this magical time and look
forward to welcoming them
back in 2017!

Over the past 6 months, Lynette Hunter, has been listing the papers of R.T.
Prichard, a native of the city of Bangor who was born in 1890 and died in 1978.
He worked, most of his life, for the local firm of builders, Watkin Jones & Son,
but took a keen interest in the history and development of Bangor. A truly
cultured man, he studied literature, music, and the fine arts, and became a
privileged member of Bangor's 'town and gown' debating society known as the
Dialectical Society. However, it is primarily as an historian that he is
remembered - in addition to his service on the Council of the Caernarvonshire
Historical Society, he also served on the Committee of the University College
of North Wales's Museum of Welsh Antiquities. His academic interests led him
to the Library of U.C.N.W. where he would spend many hours every week
researching. He contributed over a dozen substantial articles to the
publications of various historical societies, dealing primarily with turnpike
history.
His main contribution to local historical studies was to examine in greater detail
an area of study already pioneered by A.H. Dodd in his seminal article, 'The
Roads of North Wales, 1750-1850,' which appeared in Archaeologia
Cambrensis in 1925.
His collection of papers consists of photographs and research material collated

