
Under the 
magnifying 
glass 
Recently, a researcher looking 
through the Penrhyn collection 
came across some rare  
references to the infamous  
notices placed in the windows of 
strikers during the Penrhyn Strike 
of 1900-1903 that stated “There is 
no traitor in this house”. 

The letters were found within a 
large bundle and were written by the Agent of the Estate, R.C. Trench, to Lord 
Penrhyn. 

It is evident that these “traitor notices” antagonised Lord Penrhyn and that  
attempts were made by the estate to intimidate and threaten tenants to force 
them to remove the notices. 

Letter dated 30 June 1901: 

“I am going to give notice tomorrow to those people at Ogwen who has another 
kind of notice in their window, and shall have a look round Bethesda to see if I 
can find any more. I think one or two notices to quit and perhaps a written caution 
here and there on the strength of a report that there is protesting or a display of 
notice, will have a good effect”. 

Letter dated 24 July 1901, referring to several “traitor notices” in the windows in 
the Gefnan area of Llandegai parish.  

“Most of the houses were Leaseholds, but I found one that was not so I went in 
and asked for the Tenant who his wife said was working at Llanberis. I told her 
unless she took the notice down and promise not to put it up again, I should send 
her husband notice to quit as soon as I got home. For some time she declined to 
promise but did so at last.” 

NEW VOLUNTEER 

The Archives staff were very 

pleased to welcome William 

Owen as a volunteer with us  

in February.  

He has already been assisting 

with answering queries,          

re-packaging collections and 

data inputting the Kinmel     

Papers onto our online        

catalogue. 

TREASURES OF THE UNIVERSITY 

A booklet celebrating the treasures of the University is now available, free of charge.  

It provides an overview of all our collections by showcasing a  

selection of items - placing them in their historical context and  

revealing their cultural importance. 

It is divided into the following chapters : Zoology / Timber and  

Damaged Wood / Ethnographical Musical Instruments /  

Geology / Ceramic / Herbarium / Art and Archives and Special  

Collections. Ask at the Archives for a copy. 

PFA/14/504 

Isobel, a second year history  
student has just started on a work- 
placement scheme at the Archives. 
She will be expected to work 70 
hours at the Archives and write a 
report on her experiences. 

NEWS 
 FROM THE ARCHIVES  AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Women and Suffrage  -

series of 6 small  

exhibitions 

(March - May 2018)

__________________ 

Penrhyn Castle Exhibition 

(16 April - 19 Dec. 2018)

__________________ 

Shakespearean Exhibition 

(June 2018) 

__________________ 

Annual lecture with Prof. 

Vivien Gardner of the  

University of Manchester on 

the subject of the  

5th Marquess of Anglesey 

(24 October 2018) 

PROJECT PENRHYN 
The Ogwen Valley : Beyond the Quarry 

The Institute for the Study of Welsh Estates (ISWE) goes 

from strength to strength.  

It has recently been granted HLF funding to work with the 

communities of the Ogwen Valley to explore the influence of 

the Penrhyn estate on the lives of individuals, families and 

communities during the 19th and 20th centuries. 

As part of the project’s programme of events a workshop was 

arranged at the Archives which was attended by members of 

the local community as well as students. The workshop  

included an introduction to our CALMView catalogue and  

guidance as to how to search for Penrhyn material online.  
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Attendees at the Penrhyn workshop on the 21st of February 2018 



NEWS FROM THE RESEARCH CENTRES 

The Archives and Special Collections continues to  
support several Research Institutes and Centres within the  

University in order to help us promote our collections 
 (print and non-print) to a wider audience. 

Distance Survey 
 

During the month of October 2017 

we participated in the biennial  

Distance Enquiry Services Survey. 

The survey asked for feedback from 

users that contacted the service by 

email or letter with questions  

relating to the purpose of the  

enquiry, satisfaction with various 

aspects of the service and  

demographic information. 

44% of those surveyed noted that 

their main reason for contacting the 

Archives was “Family history re-

search”, with 22% getting in touch 

to conduct “Non-leisure personal or 

family business”. 

94% thought that the overall service 

provided by us was very good or 

good and we scored 100% in  

relation to the promptness of our 

response. 

During the survey period some  

enquiries were received from  

Australia, Italy and the USA. 

UCAS DAY VISITS 

The Archives and Special Collections 

has been asked once again by the 

School of History to take part in 4 

UCAS Day Visits in February and 

March this year. 

The prospetive students and their  

families were provided with an insight 

into the types of collections that we hold 

as well as an understanding of  the  

opportunities that the service has to 

offer undergraduate students e.g. work-

placement and volunteering  

opportunities. 

R.S. Thomas Study Centre  

The R.S. Thomas Centre continues to add to its unrivalled  
collection of material relating both to Thomas himself and also to 
his wife, the artist Mildred Elsi Eldridge.  Earlier in the  
session it was able to acquire a striking portrait of R.S. by his wife; 
this is now on display on the Council Chamber corridor.   The 
Centre is also currently liaising with the National Trust over the 
future development of Sarn Rhiw, near Aberdaron, the  
cottage where R.S. and Elsi lived for many years, as an  
interpretation centre and exhibition space. 

The Stephen Colclough Centre for the History and Culture of 

the Book 

The last of the Shankland Lectures is due to take place this term. 
“Henry Hills: Starting out as an early modern printer” by Dr       
Michael Durrant, 18 April 2018; followed by the first annual      
Colclough Lecture “Tatters and patches in early modern  
England: finding old texts in new books”, which will be delivered 
by Adam Smyth, of  Balliol College, Oxford on the 2nd of May 
2018.  

Representatives from the Centre will be giving papers at The 
Globe in Hay-on-Wye on the 4th of April, and on the 26th of May 
the Centre will be hosting a Suffrage Symposium at Bangor     
University which will include talks by Ryland Wallace, Neil Evans, 
Ceridwen Lloyd Morgan and others, as well as a recital of suffrage 
music by the Chamber Choir. The event is free and open to the 
public. 

Centre for Arthurian Studies 

Over the past few months the University has received further accessions in    
relation to the Centre. The records of the International  Arthurian Society (British 
Branch) have been transferred from the Borthwick Institute in York, and a special 
set of plates, privately commissioned and crafted by Royal Worcester, has been 
donated to the Centre in memory of Roland Johnston. 

The Centre has been taking part in a new impact-generating collaborative project 
on the topic of “The Arthurian Quest” which involves 21  pupils from Aberconwy 
School. The project has been funded by the ESRC Bangor University Impact 
Acceleration fund and is designed to raise levels of engagement and literacy 
among secondary school pupils in the local area. 

Dr. Kristina.Hildebrand of Halmstad University, Sweden, has spent a three-week 
fellowship period at the Centre as a visiting research fellow, to work on her    
project focused on one of our rare books, Charles Bertram's 1757 edition of  
Britannicarum gentium historiae antiquae scriptores tres : Ricardus Corinensis, 
Gildas Badonicus, Nennius Banchorensis. 

A symposium entitled “Arthurian Legends in Wales and Beyond” will be held on 
the 28th June 2018. 

NEW COLLECTION NOW AVAILABLE—TOMOS ROBERTS, ARCHIVIST PAPERS 

COLEG GWENT 

The former  
University Archivist, 
Einion Thomas, was 
invited to speak with 
students from Coleg 
Gwent when they 
visited Bangor  
University on the 

14th of March. 

He talked to them 
about the history of 
the Welsh settlers in 
Patagonia and  
referred to the  
wonderful material 
that we hold at the 

University Archives. 

 

“COLOR OUR COLLECTIONS” 
 

The Archives and Special Collections at Bangor, along with  

other WHELF members, has contributed 2 images from our rare 

printed items towards a colouring book that can be accessed 

online via the New York Academy of Medicine website http://

library.nyam.org/colorourcollections.  The book contains sea-

related images from higher education institutions throughout 

Wales to celebrate the 2018 “Year of the Sea”. 

The “Colorourcollections” campaign was launched on the 5th of 

February 2018. 

Many thanks to Kristine 

Chapman, Principal        

Librarian at the National 

Museum Wales for          

coordinating this work. 

 

.  

TALWRN  

ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

GROUP 

Thanks for the warm welcome 

received from this enthusiastic 

group who invited Elen Wyn 

Simpson (Archivist) to speak at 

their meeting in February. 

 

Their contribution towards the 

Archives will be put towards  

purchasing conservation  

materials.  

 

ARCHIVES AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS ANNUAL LECTURE 

 

 
Huw Edwards with Prof. Andrew Edwards, Prof. John Hughes (President and Vice Chancellor)  
and Elen Wyn Simpson (Archivist) prior to his lecture in Pontio on 24th November 2018. The   
lecture was very well attended with over 380 tickets pre-booked for the event. 

. 


