THE INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY OF WELSH ESTATES RECEIVES A

SIGNIFICANT GRANT
Warm congratulations to ISWE on their recent success. The institute received a substantial grant from the
AHRC (Arts and Humanities Research Council) to fund a two-year project that will focus on how estate
collections can help us gain a better understanding of estate landscapes between c.1500 - 1930. As part of
the work, a case study will be undertaken in an area of Flintshire and Denbighshire.
The Archives and Special Collections looks forward to working with ISWE on this exciting project.
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SYMPOSIUM
WOMEN IN PUBLICATION
On Saturday, 15 February, despite Storm Dennis, a
Symposium on the theme Women in Publishing was
held by the Stephen Colclough Centre for the History

National Heritage Walk
Women's Archive Wales will celebrate
women's history by holding historic walks on
13 June 2020 that will recognize influential
women throughout Wales. The walks will take

and Culture of the Book. Women from many professions

place in Swansea, Barry, Aberystwyth,

in publishing came together to share their experiences

Carmarthen, Abergavenny, Merthyr Tydfil,

and understanding of working in this field and discussed

Wrexham, Cardiff, Rhondda and Bangor.

the jobs, challenges and opportunities available. The
information was extremely useful for anyone interested
in working in the publishing industry.

The Bangor walk will focus on the "Women of
Upper Bangor" who have contributed to
Welsh life and culture, and extensive use has

Authors, editors and executives from England and
Wales participated in the event and it was sponsored by
the Bangor Fund.

been made of the archival collections at the
University to gather information about these
remarkable characters.
For more information contact: Shan Robinson

s.a.robinson@bangor.ac.uk

ELECTION EPHEMERA
Thank you to everyone who responded to
our call for general election ephemera.
They will be a valuable addition to our existing collection.

ARCHIVE ACCREDITATION
REVIEW
Encouraging news was received this week from The Archive Service
Accreditation Scheme which is administered in Wales by the Welsh
Government.
The Accreditation Panel, following the meeting on 4 March 2020, agreed
that the Archives and Special Collections, Bangor University continues to
meet the requirements of the scheme and will retain its status as an Accredited Archive Service.
This review comes 3 years after the service was accredited for the first
time. Over the last few years, many changes and improvements have
been implemented in order to meet the standards of the panel. For example :
• During the Summer of 2018 a ramp was built outside the Archives to
improve access to the department.
• We have continued with important conservation work through our
membership with the National Conservation Service. In 2017 we
were joined by 2 trainee conservators, studying in London, who undertook the work of cleaning and re-packaging and re-boxing one of
our most important estate collection—the Penrhos Papers. During
the process, they also recorded the physical condition of the documents and made a note of any items that needed conserving.
• We have continued with the volunteering scheme and ensured several internships for the service in order to tackle the backlog of uncatalogued collections. Listed recently were the Cynan Papers, the
Records of St. Mary's College, Bangor and the University Photographs.
• We have improved access to our collections by changing our opening hours and increasing the number of collections available via our
online catalogue and the Archives Hub https://
archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/
• We have secured grants and external funding to enable us to carry
out conservation work, cataloguing, digitisation and promotional
activities. Over the last three years we have raised nearly £25,000

On behalf of the University and the Archives and Special Collections
staff, thank you all, our researchers, for your tireless support.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Annual Exhibition
‘REMEMBERING CYNAN’
(April - December 2020)
__________________

The Stephen Colclough Centre for
the History and Culture of the Book
Annual Lecture
(22 April 2020)

__________________

The Archives Annual Lecture:
SIR IFOR WILLIAMS
by Professor Marged Haycock
(25 October 2020)

NEW INTERNSHIP

HISTORIANS GETTING WORK EXPERIENCE IN THE ARCHIVES
During the first semester of the academic year two postgraduate students from the School of History worked at the

The Normal College Records is a very important collection and high on our list of
cataloguing priorities. The Archives and Special Collections has been receiving Normal
College records and Normal College related records for many years. Some of the

Archives. Max Phillips put a large number of mixed letters in the Augusta Mostyn collection in order, and Bryn Merrifield assisted the Archivist, Lynette Williams, in cataloguing the University's records.

material has been catalogued and found scattered throughout our other collections,
but there is material here that has not been catalogued at all.
Back in March 2018 an undergraduate student began cataloguing some of the
collection - especially the student registers - and managed to list around 3 shelves.
This year we are continuing this work, with the help of an external donation and the

HISTORY FESTIVAL
OPEN DAY

Bangor Fund, and have appointed an intern to catalogue the tens of photographs in

Thanks to everyone who attended our Open

the collection.

Day in October amidst the heavy rain!

The catalogue of the collection can be viewed in our reading room and on-line:
http://calmview.bangor.ac.uk/CalmView/

In particular, thanks to our volunteers, William
Owen and Bryn Merrifield for sacrificing their
valuable time to help us.

Best wishes to Ceris Dyfi Jones in this role.

Distance Enquiry Services Survey

REMEMBERING CYNAN
This year, to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the death of the poet,

During the months of October and November

Cynan (1895-1970), we are keen to remember this remarkable

2019 we participated in the biennial Distance

man.

Enquiry Services Survey.

The Archivist, Elen Wyn Simpson, has already taken part in a
radio programme on the poet with Professor Gerwyn Wiliams and

The survey asked for feedback from users that

in our annual exhibition this year we will trace the story of his life

contacted the service by email or letter with

and work through our manuscripts and books.

questions relating to the purpose of the enquiry,

The collection of Cynan Papers held by the Archives and Special

satisfaction with various aspects of the service

Collections is extensive (over 700 items) and an important

and demographic data.

starting point for any research on this literary and public figure.

CYNEFIN - PONTIFICAL

The exhibition will extend from April 2020 until the end of the

The Archives and Special Collections have recently

94% thought that the overall service provided by

year.

been assisting the researchers working on the new

us was very good and we scored 100% in

series of Cynefin on S4C. A special programme will be
broadcast this year that will reveal some of Bangor's

relation to the clarity and promptness of our
response.

fascinating and hidden stories. Undoubtedly, the star
of the programme will be the Cathedral's important

GENEROUS GIFT
We wish to convey our heartfelt thanks to one of our most ardent readers who donated a considerable amount of money
towards improving the condition of one of the maps in the Penrhyn Collection, a map of the lower half of the parish of Llandegai,
Gwynedd dating from 1768 (Penrhyn Manuscript 2205). The fragile manuscript will be repaired by the conservation officer at
Gwynedd Archives, Rowena Doughty, during the summer.

manuscript known as the "Pontifical" - an early 14th
century document documenting the ceremonies
administered by the Bishop of Bangor.

During the survey period some enquiries were
received from Japan and the USA.

