
Contact us 

You are more than welcome to 

give us a ring or visit the ar-

chives in person.  

We are open Monday to Friday 

from 9.00 to 5.00 and close for 

lunch between 1.00 and 2.00 

Phone : (01248) 383276 / 

382966 

Email : archives@bangor.ac.uk 

Website :  

http://www.bangor.ac.uk/

archives 

Under the magnifying glass 
Written by Erin Hughes, a pupil of Ysgol David Hughes who spent a 

week at the Archives and Special Collections gaining work experience 

“I’ve spent an interesting week here at the Archives, reading old documents 

and arranging collections.  

One of the documents I’ve had the opportunity to study in detail is Bangor Ms 

7380, a note book written by Owen Williams that records the history of New-

borough and Llanddwyn. Since I live in Dwyran and spent quite a lot of my 

time on Llanddwyn beach, it was of real interest to me. 

I learnt that Newborough was once the centre of an important industry, the industry of 

basket and mat making out of marram grass, a type of grass that grows on the sand 

dunes. 

Owen Williamson also mentions the island of Llanddwyn and the row of cottages on the 

island. When this document was written, these cottages had just recently been built for the 

4 pilots responsible for the lighthouse that guides the ships from Caernarfon Bay. The 

importance of the lighthouse comes to light with many references to the shipwrecks avoid-

ed.  

Another book of Owen Williamsons, Bangor Ms 7395, lists the names of all the skilled 

workers in Newborough — carpenters, stonemasons, roofers, plasterers , cobblers and 

dressmakers. 

Having read this document, I have learnt miuch about the area in which I live and appreci-

ate how useful the documents in the Archives can be. It is an exciting experience holding 

an old documents, reading 

it and deciphering it’s con-

tent.” 

 

Owen Williamson was 

born in 1840, was  Head-

master at Llangeinwen and 

Dwyran schools. He is the 

author of the book “Hanes 

Niwbwrch, 1895. 

For further information 

about the collection of  

Owen Williamson and his 

father, Bardd Du Môn, go 

to the Archives Wales 

website  

 
Page from the Archives Wales website 
http://www.archivesnetworkwales.info/ 

A selection of  Owen Williamson note-
books 

Bangor Manuscript 7390  

NEWS  

FROM THE ARCHIVES AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

Archives Lecture 

November  4th 

Professor Bill Jones will be our 

guest lecturer this year on the 

4th of November at the Main Arts 

Lecture Theatre at 6.00 p.m. 

The lecture will be in Welsh and 

the subject matter will be the 

Welsh Colony in Patagonia and 

the Welsh Press during the sec-

ond half of the 19th century. 

 

A warm welcome to all.  

Y Prifweinidog, Carwyn Jones a’r Archifydd, Elen Wyn Simpson 
yn mwynhau paned 

Improvements to the strongroom 
During the Summer, the Archives and Special Collections pro-

vided a limited service to its users due to the building work tak-

ing place in the strongroom. In June, the old suspended ceiling 

was removed and new lights fitted. 

Although these developments do not directly effect our users, 

they have been greatly welcomed by the staff and the service as 

a whole. It is essential that we have a modern storeroom that 

meets with the legal requirements linked with the storage of ar-

chives.  

Thanks to all our users for their patience. 

Eisteddfod Tea Party  

On the 3rd of August at the National Eisteddfod in Meifod, a special event 

was held in the Bangor University stall. A traditional  “Patagonian” tea party 

was arranged to publicise our exhibition “The Welsh in Patagonia”.  During 

the event, the First 

Minister, Carwyn 

Jones, shared with 

us his recent experi-

ence on his visit to 

Patagonia. A big 

thanks to all for their 

support on the day, 

including Professor 

Jerry Hunter and Mari 

Emlyn, the actress. 
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Explore  

your Archive 

On the 18th of November, visi-

tors to the Archives will be giv-

en the opportunity to hear 3 

presentations by 3 Bangor 

University students. Having 

spent a period as researchers 

in the Archives, they will be 

revealing their findings and 

displaying original material 

from our wonderful collections.  

The event  will be funded 

by the Welsh Government.  

 



Darbishire Papers — further  

papers catalogued 

This collection relates to Charles Stephen Darbishire (1886-1971), the Darbishire 
family, Trefor Quarry, and the Penmaenmawr and Welsh Granite Company Ltd. 
with which it was connected.  

Stephen was the youngest son of Col. Charles H. Darbishire (1844-1929) of 
Penmaenmawr, North Wales. He became the Manager of Trefor quarry in 1918 
(up until 1946) where he was a well-respected employer, following in the footsteps 
of his father who was Quarry Manager and ‘model employer’ at Penmaenmawr. 
He was commissioned in January 1917, and took the first formed quarry regiment 
- the 320th Quarry Company R.E. – to Haut Banc Quarry in Northern France 
(initially he was part of the 321st Quarry Co. R.E. in France). He completed his 
service in January 1919, leaving as Captain. Many of the 1000 strong men em-
ployed in the Quarry under the management of C.S. Darbishire were from the 
towns of Penmaenmawr and Trefor. The quarry made setts and the skills of the 
settmakers were needed to help build vital roads in France and Flanders. During 
the Second World War C.S. Darbishire became a Major in the Penmaenmawr 
General Construction Company Regiment. 

This varied collection of almost 400 items contains material relating to Charles 
Stephen Darbishire, the Darbishire family, Trefor Quarry, Haut Banc Quarry in 
Northern France and the Penmaenmawr and Welsh Granite Company Ltd. Of 
most interest are over 100 letters from Charles Stephen Darbishire to his mother, 
Lillian Darbishire, from the 320th Quarry Company Regiment, HighCliffle Camp, 
France during World War One – they provide an insight into Camp Life, demon-
strate his concern for the welfare of the men under his care at the Quarry, and 
present first-hand experiences and accounts of the War. 

''Cruel to think that some of them are fighting, so unmodern and uncivilised that 
we seem to have gone back at least 1000 years'' (April 12th, 1918). 

 

Open Doors 

This year, for the first time, the 

Archives and Special Collec-

tions have taken part in the 

annual celebration of architec-

ture and heritage, namely 

Open Doors (Cadw). 

On the 26th of September, vis-

itors arrived to look at a selec-

tion of our manuscripts dating 

back to the 12th century and to 

listen to the staff talking about 

the Archives—the service we 

have to offer, the work that we 

do and the collections that we 

hold.  

Both sessions, held during the 

day proved very popular and it 

is hoped that some visitors will 

be urged to visit the Archives 

again—as reserchers or per-

haps volunteers! 

Visitors to the Open Doors event 

Photograph of the Darbishire family 

Super  

Statistics 

During the last academic 

year, 2014-2015, a signif-

icant increase was seen 

in the number of people 

using the Archives and 

Special Collections. We 

received 1234 individual 

visits and 257 enquires 

were answered by the 

staff. On average, this 

works out as 25 visits and 

5 enquiries per week.  

The staff of the Archives 

have evidently been 

busy, but so too have our 

volunteers who clocked 

422 hours of work with us 

last year.  

King Arthur Fun Day 
On Saturday, 27th of June 2015, a King Arthur Fun Day was held at the 

Main Library at Bangor University.  

A lecture was delivered on the subject of the new Arthurian collection of 

books received by the Library, as well as a presentation on Medieval Book 

binding and a performance from the English Dramatic society who per-

formed a story from the Mabinogi. 

There were many other activities, including arts and crafts, a treasure hunt, 

story telling and a re-enactment  

300 visitors attended the day and the feedback received was very positive, 

with those who attended stating that it was a great way of introducing young 

children to the University. 

But, of course, the main aim of the day was to introduce the Arthurian Col-

lection to the local community. The collection contains many rare books 

which come under the remit of the Archives and Special Collections. 

The event was supported by The School of English, The College of Arts and Hu-
manities, CADW, Bangor University Re-enactment Society, BEDS, Library and Ar-
chive Service and sponsored by the Centre for Widening Experience. 

For further information about the collection contact Shan Robinson, (01248) 382913 

s.a.robinson@bangor.ac.uk  

 

Patagonia 

Exhibition - 

still going 

strong 

Remember that you still 

have a few months yet to 

visit our exhibition on 

“The Welsh in Patagonia” 

which is located in the 

Council Chamber Corri-

dor. She will be coming 

down on the 18th of De-

cember.  

For further information con-

tact us on (01248) 383276 


