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The Rev. Dafydd Wyn Wiliam
Why are you visiting the Archive today?

NEWS
FROM THE ARCHIVES AND
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

In order to finalize research into material for
the next issue of Tlysau’r Hen Oesoedd—
the journal of the Morrisiaid Môn Society.
How long have you been visiting the
Archives?

October 2018

Library and Archives Service : Issue 8

Since 1954 and previous to that year.

SPECIAL ISSUE -

ARCHIVES LECTURE

What is your favourite collection?
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None in particular. I deem that all the
various collections together form a source
without limit.
Do you have a favourite document?

In this newsletter we will be
paying particular attention to the
researchers which use the
Archives.

No.
If you were to live in the past, what era would you choose and why?
The Middle Ages. Why? In order to garner all the documents and manuscripts which
have been lost.
If you could be any historical figure who would she/he be and why?
Hwfa ap Cynddelw, Lord of Llifon. Why? In order to learn more about him.
You are invited to a medieval banquet. What would your food of choice be :
hare, heron or eel?

ASCEND TO THE ARCHIVES!
During the Summer a ramp was been built outside the Archives.
This development is a direct response to one of the requirements
set out by the Accreditation Panel which focused on improving
access to the department.

Before

Miss Marple and the Marquess:
piecing together the life of the
5th Marquess of Anglesey
Professor Vivien Gardner of the
University of Manchester will be
speaking on the subject of the 5th
Marquess of Anglesey - his
sexuality, and what went on at
Plas Newydd and the
neighbourhood during his tenure.
The lecture will take place in the
Main Arts Lecture Theatre on the
24th of October 2018 at 5.30pm
This lecture will be given in
English

Hare. Not the whole creature! A small portion!

***********************************

PENRHYN EXHIBITION

NEW OPENING HOURS - 9.30 until 4.30
After

Remember that you can still see our
annual exhibition. The exhibition of
Penrhyn Papers will remain in the
Council Chamber Corridor until the 19th
of December 2018.

Mostyn Letters from the 17th Century
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Have you ever had the opportunity to look at the (Bangor) Mostyn collection held by the University? It is an
extensive collection of over 9,000 items which date back to the 13th century.
Amongst the collection there is a series of photocopies of letters which were sent to Sir Thomas Mostyn (16511692) and Sir Roger Mostyn (1673-1739). The letters relate to all aspects of their interests and activities, ranging
from parliamentary affairs, religious debates through to book-collecting, education and local gossip. They are
relevant to local history but of interest on a national and international basis. Note that the original letters are still
in the possession of Lord Mostyn at Mostyn Hall.
Thanks to the Institue for the Study of Welsh Estates a grant has been awarded by the Marc Fitch Fund to
digitise and conduct research into this collection of 3,000 letters. The images will be available on the Early
Modern Letters Online” http://emlo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ website and will reach a world-wide audience very soon.

Statistics 2017-2018

Beth Jenkins
About you
I studied for my PhD at Cardiff University and I am now a postdoctoral fellow at the University of
Essex. I’m currently developing my doctoral research into a book which will examine the careers
and lives of women who studied at the constituent colleges of the University of Wales from its
inception until the outbreak of the Second World War.

Why did you choose Bangor University Archives?
I’m particularly interested in the university’s institutional records which are held here. The archive
also contains a wealth of records relating to the wider social and political activities that some of
women graduates in north Wales were involved in, such as the suffrage movement and party
politics.

Which documents have you been looking at?
I’ve primarily looked at the university’s student registers. These contain detailed information on the
social backgrounds and subsequent careers of women who studied at the University College of
North Wales and will enable me to assess the extent of inter-generational social mobility.

Favourite document?
The most interesting document I’ve looked at is the Women’s Common Room Committee minute
book. This provides a wonderful insight into the day-to-day life of women students at Bangor in the
early twentieth century: how the decorated their common room, what they read, and their social
activities.

NEWLY CATALOGED COLLECTION — COLLECTION OF LARGE PHOTOGRAPHS

During the past academic year the Archives has seen an increase in the number of visits to the
department to 1373 along with a substantial increase in the number of requests for documents to 9152.
The service also saw less staff and students using the Archives (43%) but received more external visitors (57%).
The top ten most popular colllections between August 2017 and July 2018 were :
1. Penrhos
2. General Collection of Bangor Manuscripts
3. Penrhyn
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NEW OPENING HOURS

Georgia Oman
What is your subject of research?
I am a PhD student in History at the University of Cambridge.
My PhD is about the gendering of space in higher education in the late-nineteenth
and early-twentieth century.
Basically, I look at how in this period, as coeducational universities
and colleges were springing up all over Britain, the actual experience
of male and female students were still shaped by informal gender
segregation. Often this was achieved through the design and use of
space, for example separate men’s and women’s
entrances into buildings - a feature which H.T. Hare
included in his design for the University
College of North Wales.

During July the Archives trialled different opening hours and collected feedback from our visitors. The
response was so positive that a decision was made to change the opening hours permanently.
Researchers can now use the Reading Room from 9.30 a.m. until 4.30 p.m. (with a limited service
between 12.30 p.m. a 1.30 p.m.)

New collections

Gwilym Pari Huws on board the
“Valdivia” a hospital ship during the First
World War

Why did you choose Bangor archives?
Georgia Oman PhD student from
I chose the Bangor archives because
Cambridge University
the University College of North Wales provides a
fascinating example of gender relations at a coeducational institution in the late-nineteenth
century, and the Bangor archives has a fantastic collection of material
relating to this period in the University’s history.

Which documents/collection have you been looking at?
I’ve been looking at all sorts of material relating to the University College of North
Wales, including university calendars, student magazines, newspaper
clippings, personal correspondence, photographs, pamphlets, and minutes
of meetings. My favourite document has been a handwritten letter to a
student from the Principal of the College himself, H. R. Reichel,
explaining the 'honourable understanding' that governed behaviour
between men and women students.

A CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
The Archives is eager to attract new volunteers to work
on a specific project that will lead to greater use being
made of our collections.
The intention is to increase the number of catalogues
available online by asking volunteers to input data into
our data base. This important work remains fundamental to our service.
If you would like to volunteer, please contact us or go
to our website for further information.
https://www.bangor.ac.uk/archives/volunteering.php.en

During the last 6 months we’ve
received many gifts which will
strengthen the existing archival
collections of the University and
which are sure to attract new
researchers to the department.
Additional material was received to
the papers of Dr Gwilym Pari Huws
(Old Colwyn) a J.T. Jones
(Porthmadog). To be found
amongst these papers are the First
World War diaries of Gwilym Pari
Huws who was a member of the
Royal Army Medical Corps, and also
Welsh translations of English plays
by the headmaster, J.T. Jones.
In addition, in May, two diaries were
donated to the Archives. They were
written by Elizabeth Owen, the
daughter of Sir Isambard Owen
and date from 1929-1931. The
diaries record the life of Elizabeth
and her sister, in their teens, who
lived in London but spent long
periods staying at their second
home in Abersoch, Gwynedd.
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Geraldine Owens (Feintuck)

REGISTERING AS A
RESEARCHER

About you
I am currently engaged in research, primarily mid C20th Social Realism in the Arts, The Mersey Scene.

Why did you choose Bangor University Archives?
It was a very special experience for me to access the plethora of documents and witness this
inspirational part of my family history unfolding.

Which documents have you been looking at?
Examining even this small portion of the Alun Owen archive was a tremendous privilege, one which has
given me a deeper insight into the quantity and quality of his work, the importance of his partnership with
his wife Mary and his love for his sons. I was very moved by the family photographs taken at Poppit
Sands, Cardigan (about 1963). A gentle and charismatic Uncle.*
With a dynamic Welsh heritage, handsome face and mellow accented speaking voice Alun Owen made
a massive contribution to Popular Culture in the mid C20th both on stage and screen, but mostly as a
writer. In particular, through his creative script writing, he epitomised the tradition of social realism which
gained him national recognition and a BAFTA Award in 1960.
I was highly impressed with the University of Bangor Archive Resource and Staff, thank you so much for
your input – not least the massive effort entailed in actually lifting and carrying the BAFTA to the reading
room! What a surprise that was! I have since learned it is made of phosphor bronze.
* Alun Owen was the only child of my
Great Uncle Sid Owens, he grew up and
went to school with extended family, my
father, Norman Owens, was Alun's
first cousin. In those days us children
called most grown-ups Aunt/Uncle/
technically we were second cousins.

The Archives Wales
Readers Tickets which
were issued by the
Archives and Special
Collections of Banogr
University from 1
January 2015 are no
longer valid.

Geraldine Owen with Ann Hughes, Senior Archives Assistant

In August we had the honour of welcoming His Excellency, Seth
Ramocan and his wife to the Archives. During his visit to the University
he was shown a wealth of manuscripts from the Penrhyn estate
collection which relates specifically to the sugar plantations in
Jamaica which were owned by the Pennant family for centuries. The
earliest document that we hold which relates to the island dates back
to 1666 - around 10 years following the establishment of a British
Colony in Jamaica in 1655.
We hope that this visit will lead to a close relationship between the
University and Jamaica.

The External Library and
Archives Card will replace the old ticket from
the 13th of August 2018.
Bangor University staff
and students do not have
to register for and External Library and Archives Card but must
complete a "User Registration Form" on their first
visit to the Archives.
For further information,
ask at the Archives or go
to our website https://
www.bangor.ac.uk/
archives/readersticket.php.en

Alun Owen (third from right) on the set of
the film “The Dam Buster”, 1955

A SPECIAL VISITOR FROM THE CARIBBEAN

GOOD LUCK to William Owen,
our volunteer, who has started
on a Diploma
in Archive
Administration
course with
Aberystwyth
University.

Left to right : Dr Lolo Ramocan; Jamaican High Commissioner, Seth George Ramocan;
Elen Wyn Simpson; Dr Shaun Evans; Dr Marian Gwyn.

LOGO
A new logo has been
created for the Library and
Archives Service. The new
simple design which
depicts archival boxes and
books will appear on our
promotional
material from
now on.

