
Under the magnifying glass 
 
Early in January, the Jamaica related material within the Penrhyn collection was 
recognised by Evans Woolfe Media as a key resource for their research into the 
history of slavery.  

Amongst the documents filmed by the company for a BBC Bitesize online feature 
was this document – PFA/5/264 

It is an inventory and appraisement of the estate of Nathaniel Hodges and dated 
28 November 1732. It contains a list of the names of slaves along with their value 
in [Jamaican] pounds. The slaves are divided into the following categories : men, 
women, boys, and girls and are followed by details of the livestock held on the 
estate. Other similar documents from the collection, contain details of the occupa-
tion of slaves and their physical condition. 

BBC Bitesize is an online learning resource and the feature of the subject of 
“Slavery” will be available in September 2017 and can be used by the Archives 
and Special Collections to promote the Penrhyn collection in the future at various 
events such as open days, student inductions and post-graduate sessions. 

Digital training for 
volunteers and staff 
All of our volunteers and some 

members of staff took part re-

cently in a training event con-

ducted by the  

Peoples Collection Wales. 

The event was arranged by 

Ann Hughes, Archives  

Coordinator, who is  

responsible for the service’s 

Volunteering Scheme. She 

said : “It is important that our 

volunteers get the  

opportunity to develop their 

skills and I hope that they will 

all progress to complete a 

Level 2 Agored Cymru  

accredited Unit. This  

certificate carries 3 credits as 

part of the Agored Cymru 

learning framework and will be 

a valuable addition to their 

CV’s”.  
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EXHIBITION 

HEDD WYN 
In 2017 we will be remem-

bering Ellis Humphrey Ev-

ans of Trawsfynydd; the 

poet, better known by his 

bardic name, Hedd Wyn. 

He was killed during the 

battle of Passchendale in 

July 1917 and was  

posthumously awarded 

the bard’s chair at the  

National Eisteddfod in  

Birkenhead in the same 

year. 

The exhibition will include 

his winning Eisteddfod 

ode, “Yr Arwr” and will be 

on display in the Council 

Chamber corridor, Main 

Arts between the 5th of 

June and the 15th of  

December 2017. 

 

CELEBRATING ACCREDITATION 
 

The work of the Archives and Special Collections over the past couple of 

years  has been focused around gaining Archive  

Accreditation. This is the UK standard for archive services which is 

designed to help archives to manage and improve their efficiency and 

effectiveness through external validation, and by identifying good prac-

tice.  

In November 2016, we were informed that the service had been awarded 

with this ‘gold standard’ and were delighted to host a  

celebration at the archives to bask in our success !  

The accreditation forms part of our ongoing strategy to enhance and de-

velop our services further and to ensure we continue to meet our cus-

tomers’ needs. 
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Sarah Horton of the Museums Archives and Libraries Division of the Welsh Govern-
ment presents the accreditation certificate to Elen Wyn Simpson  in the presence of 
University Vice-Chancellor Prof John G. Hughes 



LAUNCH OF BANGOR’S CENTRE FOR  
ARTHURIAN CENTRE 

Bangor University celebrated the start of 2017 with the successful 
launch of a new Centre for Arthurian Studies on Friday 20 January. 
The launch, which attracted an audience of over 200 people, marks 
the beginning of the Wales 2017 ‘Year of Legends’ which will see 
events being held at historic sites the length and breadth of Wales in 
celebration of its rich culture and heritage. 

Dr Aled Llion Jones (School of Welsh, Co-director of the Centre), 
opened the launch with an introduction entitled ‘Arthur in Wales – 
Arthur in Bangor’ followed by a short summary of Bangor’s Arthurian 
book collections by Shan Robinson (Library and Archive Service).  
This was followed by an address by Emeritus Professor P.J.C. Field 
on ‘Malory’s Round Table’. The main event was the Inaugural Prof-
essorial Lecture 'Portable Arthur: Why medieval legends are still rel-
evant to us’ delivered by Professor Raluca Radulescu (School of 
English Literature and founding director of the Centre). 

The launch of the Centre builds on Bangor University’s long-standing 
international record of excellence in research, teaching and engag-
ement in the area of Arthurian Studies that goes back to the foundat-
ion of the University and the University Library in 1884. This new 
Centre formalises the presence of this important area of study within 
Bangor University. 

If you wish to visit the centre please contact Shan Robinson - Phone 
01248 382913 or e-mail s.a.robinson@bangor.ac.uk 

National Survey 
 

For 2 weeks last November we took 

part in the National Survey of Visitors 

to UK Archives—a survey that occurs 

every 18 months and focuses on  

access and service delivery issues in 

the archives sector.   

The report has now been published 

and we are able to compare ourselves 

with other archival repositories in 

Wales and in universities throughout 

the UK. 

86% of those asked rated the access 

to online resources as “very good” 

with 94% being “very satisfied” with 

our document delivery system. We 

also scored high marks for our Welsh 

language provision.  

A copy of the report can be seen in 

the Archives and Special Collections 

on request. 

Celebrating the launch of the Arthurian Centre 

Mailing list 

Our new mailing list is up and running 

with the first group email having been 

sent on the 1st of February informing 

subscribers of our Archive of the Month 

feature. 

If you would like to receive notices of 

our upcoming events, please get in 

touch. 

Phone : (01248) 383276 / 382966 

Email : archives@bangor.ac.uk 

GRANTS GALORE 

Many thanks to The Associa-

tion for Manuscripts and 

Archives in Research  

Collections (AMARC) who 

have recently awarded the 

service with a grant of over 

£400 to purchase book  

supports and accessories for 

the reading room to facilitate  

access to our collections. 

An Explore Your Archive Grant 

was also gratefully received in 

order to fund the creation of a 

short introductory film about our 

archival collections. This clip can 

be viewed on our home page : 

http://www.bangor.ac.uk/

archives/index.php.en 

Our thanks also to the 

R.S.Thomas Research Centre 

for their contribution towards the 

purchase of preservation  

materials to store a series of 

letters written by the Welsh poet 

to Raymond Garlick. 

SUGAR AND SLATE PROJECT  
UPDATE 

(Cataloguing the Penrhyn Castle Papers) 
 

Since the departure of Sarah Vaughan, our Project Archivist, to the “big 

bad city” (Cardiff) to work with the BBC, the staff and volunteers of the 

Archives and Special Collections have not been resting on their laurels. 

Whilst the cataloguing work for the project was completed in  

November last year, there remained the need to re-number, package and 

re-box over 3,500 individual items from the Penrhyn Castle  

collection. 

The work with Penrhyn is nearly complete. The whole catalogue is now 

available online, and a paper format of the catalogue will be available 

soon in the reading room. 

We thank all our users for their patience during this final stage of the  

project . 

Every series of the new Penrhyn Further Additional Collection is now 

available for consultation 

Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you would like further  

information about the collection. 

 

A WELCOME RETURN 

We are pleased to  

announce that our  

Archivist, Lynette Hunter 

and Archives Assistant, 

Heledd Haf Williams are 

now back at work  

following a period on  

maternity leave.  

 

Volunteers Claudia and Louise re-numbering and boxing the Penrhyn Collection 


