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Grant Successes! 
We are delighted to announce that Archives & Special Collections have been awarded 3 
grants in recent months. 
 
The National Manuscript Commission Trust (NCMT) has 
awarded £1,451 to conserve the Khasi and Jaintia Hills 
Missionary Minute Books (1869 – 1913). The Crossing  
Cultures: sharing the work of Welsh missionaries in 
India with the World project will preserve the history of  
the connection between the Khasi people, their language     
and culture, with the Welsh Missionaries. The missionary     
material at Bangor University is of both national and       
international interest, enabling researchers and            
communities to deepen the understanding of British        
colonial experience in the 19th-century. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
The Archives and Records Council Wales 
(ARCW) has generously awarded a grant to 
the Archives through its ‘Grants for Digital 
Engagement projects’ scheme. The grants, 
up to £1000, are available to support digital 
engagement projects within organisations. 
The grant has been used to purchase a brand 
new camera which we intend to use to       
develop digital engagement, by using our   
collections to tell stories online and engage 
audiences in different ways. 

Dr Paul Whalley Diaries 

Dr Zoe Skoulding, Professor of Poetry and 
Creative Writing at Bangor University, is 
currently leading a small interdisciplinary 

research project looking at the diaries from 
the perspective of both the arts and          

sciences, along with Prof. Richard Holland 
from Natural Sciences. They have secured 

funding from the Natural Environment     
Research Council (NERC) for a researcher 

to undertake work on extracting and        
assessing the potentially scientifically useful 
data from the material, particularly relating 
to climate and bird migration. Meanwhile, a 
group of  creative writers are responding           

artistically to the notebooks, through  poetry 
and non-fiction in English and Welsh. 

 

 



Staff in Archives & Special Collections have recently been 

working on a project to learn more about the refugees who 

came to study at Bangor during the Second World War. The 

aim of the project is to identify the individuals, putting faces 

to the names and capturing their vitally important personal 

stories. 

 
The project started completely by chance when the Archivist 

came across an uncatalogued letter written by the Director of 

Music, E.T. Davies, regarding the plight of an accomplished 

Jewish evacuee student from Vienna. Although we knew that 

a number of refugees had studied at Bangor during the 

1930s and 40s, our student registers and other official      

documents did not provide any details as to who exactly they 

were (their student records are very vague in comparison to 

other registered students). The discovery of this letter       

relating to Ruth gave the impetus for further research – who 

was she? Why did she escape Vienna? So many questions 

filled our minds which we sought to answer. 

 

The research so far has unearthed some interesting stories 

which we hope to share in the near future. 

WWII Refugees Studying at Bangor 

Bangor University Archives and Special Collections recently 

received a donation from Joe Shooman of his back catalogue 

of Bangor City football programmes. It's quite an impressive     

collection largely covering the period between 1984-1999, and 

includes many away matches, cup matches and European ties. 

We aim to raise awareness of this collection amongst fans with 

a view of encouraging them to donate pro-

grammes to fill any gaps. The donations 

need not be limited to match programmes 

but could also include photographs, fanzines, 

match posters or any documents related to 

football in Bangor. 

New Accession - Football in Bangor 



Bangor University Archives & Special Collections have launched 

a new social media account with Twitter! Under the handle 

@ArchPBU the service provides the latest updates and news 

from the team, as well as giving an insight to our vast  collection. 

The Twitter account will allow us to send  regular tweets      

showcasing our documents, provide immediate responses to 

customer queries, and notify users quickly of changes or any  

disruptions to our service. 

The account will run alongside other Bangor University social 

media accounts, but with the sole focus of informing customers 

about the Archives and helping them get the most out of the   

service we provide. 

We hope you'll join us! 

New Archives Social Media Account 

 

Online Exhibition 

CELEBRATING THE CENTENARY OF URDD GOBAITH CYMRU 

Bangor University wished the Urdd Gobaith Cymru #Urdd100, Wales' 

leading youth organisation, a happy centenary this year by holding an 

online exhibition. 

Through the collections in the care of the Library and the Archives 

and Special Collections we remembered the early days of this       

important institution, which has been so instrumental in ensuring the 

survival of the Welsh language and which has been so prominent in 

the lives of the young people of Wales during the last century. 

View the Online Exhibition here:  CELEBRATING THE CENTENARY OF URDD GOBAITH CYMRU (office.com) 

https://twitter.com/ArchPBU?s=20&t=NkspwXy0-GSSdq5GPzV0Cg
https://100.urdd.cymru/en/
https://sway.office.com/pBGAyh5btkNHkNVM?ref=Link


 

‘Letter Locking’ 

Archives staff learnt about the art of “letter locking” with Professor Sue 

Niebrzydowski and her students recently, an ancient method to secure letters 

from prying eyes using only paper, folding techniques and wax. 

 

 

Throughout 2021-22, the Colclough Centre is celebrating women and books at Bangor University. This year the 

Shankland lectures (December 2021 – January 2022) were given by three of our colleagues: award-winning        

novelist, Professor Angharad Price, FLSW, Dr Dinah Evans, Honorary Research Associate in History and Women’s 

Archive, Wales, and Professor Emerita Nancy Edwards, FBA, FLSW, FSA.  Angharad Price’s talk celebrated the 

anniversary of the novel, Paradwys, by Wiliam Owen Roberts, that given by Dinah Evans explored the life of 

Gwladys Thoday, suffragist, peace campaigner and honorary lecturer in botany at UCNW, and in conversation with 

Professor Sue Niebrzydowski, Nancy Edwards talked about the books on her bookshelf that had inspired her during 

her career as an archaeologist.  

During the Spring semester we are pleased to welcome two interns to the Colclough Centre. Edmund Groves (final 

year, History and German) and Faye Taylor (second year, English Literature) are engaged in discovering the women 

who have donated books to Bangor University library since its foundation. Looking at the subject matter, quality, and 

evidence of use of books donated by women to the library, Edmund and Faye are in the process of shedding new 

light on the contribution of women, hitherto hidden from Bangor’s history, to the scholarly life of the University.  

Looking forward to the summer, the Colclough Centre and Bangor University Archives and Rare Books Collection 

are delighted to be collaborating with Storiel on an exhibition, ‘A Passion for Books.’ Shown in conversation with rare 

books from the University collection relating to passions are new and wittily related artefacts created by                

Emma Hobbins, a book artist living on Anglesey. The exhibition launches on Friday, 17 June 2022                           

at Storiel, Bangor, and will run until December. 

The Centre continues to lead on the Bookselling Research Network. We have developed the BRN website into a 

hub for resources for use by members in their research. This includes a bibliography of resources on the collecting 

of books and manuscripts. Items have been contributed to the bibliography from academics, librarians,                 

and antiquarian booksellers. The resource can be found at https://bit.ly/brn_collecting. 

The Stephen Colclough Centre for the History and Culture of the Book 

https://bit.ly/brn_collecting

