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Pro Silva 30th Anniversary Meeting
11-14 September 2019 - Slovenia
The 2019 Pro Silva annual meeting took place in Radlje ob Dravi, Slovenia – a small town about 130
km North-East of Ljubljana, the capital, and not far from the border with Austria. A location with
particular resonance for the 30th anniversary meeting of Pro Silva, as it was in Slovenia that Pro Silva
Europe was founded with input from a number of eminent Slovenian foresters. The Slovenian
organisers were very much alive to this connection and produced a first-class event on the theme of
“Forests for the Future – from Science to the People” which attracted a high number of participants.
The notes below, taken from verbal presentations at the time and the meeting abstracts, provide a
summary of the conference programme.

Photo 1: A land of trees and churches…many on the top of hills
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Background – some facts and figures
Slovenia is a country with a high forest cover which is particularly apparent when you arrive by air. At
around 58% (1.2m ha) it is one of the most forested countries in Europe. This means that one is rarely
far from forested land and much of the population interact with forests one way or another. There are
some 413,000 private forest owners, out of a total population of 2.1 million. This makes up 77% of
the forest ownership; the remaining 23% is owned by the state or local communes. The larger and
undivided forest estates are owned by the state and are professionally managed by the Slovenia
Forest Service (SFS). The private forest estates are small, averaging around 2-3 ha., and are becoming
even smaller as properties are divided among heirs. This fragmentation of ownership is less apparent
on the ground due to the contiguous nature of the forest, a strong forestry culture in Slovenia and the
planning and regulation of the SFS exercised over all the forests regardless of ownership.
The Slovenians had a detailed knowledge of the growing stock and composition of their forests. The
broad makeup of the forests was split fairly evenly 50% conifer and 50% broadleaf but the foresters
spoke more often about forest types. The area we were visiting was predominantly acidophilus
beech and mixed mountain forest with beech, European silver fir and Norway spruce as the main
species. 91% of the forests are managed for production and the foresters were well aware of the
growing stock and increments of their forests. For Slovenia as a whole the average growing stock is c.
300m3/ha with an annual increment of 7.48m3/ha. The total harvest in 2018 was 6 million m3, c.90%
of the allowable annual cut. The primary roles for remainder of the forest area are 8% for protection
and 1% set aside as reserves.
Slovenia has a long history of protecting their forests with the oldest known plan dating back to 1406.
More recently during the last couple of centuries much of the production forest was managed in what
is described as the ‘German method’ or ‘German forest management school’, referring to the then
German influenced management practice of growing even-aged monocultures (mainly Picea abies,
Norway spruce) harvested through clear-felling. In the late 1940’s clear-felling was prohibited and
Close-to-Nature forestry has been promoted ever since. Chemical intervention is rarely used though
permitted in some circumstances.
Slovenian forests have had their share of severe weather events in recent years. In 2014 an ice storm
caused widespread damage to trees that were unable to stand the weight of accumulating ice.
Storms in 2017 and 2018 brought further significant damage across the country. More devastating
for the forests were the Spruce bark beetle (Ips typographus) infestations that followed each of these
events and which were particularly damaging to the Norway spruce. As a consequence 16 million m3
of timber was felled over the five-year period, 45% due to the bark beetle damage, which was still
very evident.
The SFS is almost fully state funded and provides many services to private foresters free of charge
such as preparation of management plans, education/advice and even marking of trees greater than
10 cm dbh for harvesting. Subsidies are also available for building and maintenance of forest
infrastructure. Hunting is largely undertaken by hunting groups or societies working to plans drawn up
with the SFS. The hunting is mostly self-financed. The SFS employs around 700 staff of whom 60 are
hunters.
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DAY 1 - Wednesday 11th September 2019
In the grounds of the Radlje Manor House was the setting for the opening ceremony of the three-day
Pro Silva 30th anniversary conference. On the warm evening we were made very welcome by the
major of Radlje whose pride in the forest of his area was evident. Eckart Senitza President of Pro Silva
Europe and Anton Lesnik, the Pro Silva Slovenia president were equally warm in their welcome to the
70 delegates gathered from 27 different countries and in their love of forests was evident from the
beginning. Themes of quality timber production, the challenges to the health of forests from climate
change and the importance of non-wood functions especially for people’s health and wellbeing and
forest pedagogue were all touched upon to be explored more fully over the talks and field visit to
come.

Photo 2: Opening welcome speech by Alan Bukovnik, Mayor of Radlje ob Dravi

Photo 3 & 4: Laying of the foundation stone and the plaque for the Close to Nature Forestry Centre

Part of the ceremony was the laying of a foundation stone for a planned Close-to-Nature Forestry
Centre by the mayor, the presidents and professor Jurij Diaci. Varga Beila and Hubert Dolinsek two of
the founding members of Pro Silva were also present.
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The first phase of the Centre, an exhibition on the history of Close-to-Nature Forestry in Slovenia and
in Europe, had been newly created in the Radlje Manor House. Radlje ob Dravi is situated close to
Pahernik forest owned by one of the pioneers of Close-to-Nature Forestry. Here, at the beginning of
the last century, Edvard Pahernik developed his selection system and principles of Close-to-Nature
Forestry by observation of nature and careful record keeping of changes in growing stock as a result
of forest management. After many years in state ownership during which time its value for research
was recognised, the forest was returned to the family. In 2005 Pahernik’s daughter donated the forest
to be the basis of the Pahernik Forest Foundation. The Foundation perpetuates the education and
research role of the forest along its invaluable resource of over 100 years of records. The Foundation
is involved in the setting up of the Centre.
The musical entertainment, thanks to the music school in Radje ob Dravi, and the excellent outdoor
buffet laid on for us was a further taste of what was to come over the next three days.

DAY 2 - Thursday 12 September 2019
Morning: Presentations
Delegates were once again warmly welcomed to Slovenia and to the Pro Silva meeting this time by
the Slovenian Minister of Culture who spoke of the global importance of forests and also suggested
that a country’s attitude to its forest was an indicative of its culture. Culture was alive and well in
Slovenia. A lady from the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food raised the global challenge of
climate change and the importance of sustainable forest management. Both themes would flow
through the remainder of the meeting. Musicians from the Radlje music school provided an
introduction to some Slovenian folk music before we moved into the presentations.
Full presentations are
available
online
on the ProSilva
Europe
https://www.prosilva.org/activities/annual-meetings/annual-meeting-2019/.

website

-

Prof. Klaus Puettmann (Oregon State University) – Contemporary research in the field of ecological
forestry: From problem design to dissemination.
Peter Ammann (Fachstelle Waldbau, Lyss, Switzerland) - Integrating practitioners into the academic
research for improvement of close-to-nature forestry.
Bill Mason (Continuous Cover Forestry Group, Great Britain), João Paulo Fidalgo Carvalho (UTAD, Pro
Silva Portual), Jurij Diaci (Pr oSilva Slovenia) and Sauli Valkonen (Luke, Finland) – Thirty years of Pro
Silva Europe: Achievements and challenges for the future.
This was the first attempt in the 30 years of Pro Silva’s existence to canvas Pro Silva members
themselves to gauge views on the challenges that supporters of C2N/CCF have to address in the
future. At the same time participants at the conference were offered the opportunity to complete an
online survey on similar topics. An exhibition by Triple Wood around the meeting hall showcased
new buildings and structure using wood in their construction and decoration across the Alpine macroregion of Europe. There were some truly inspirational buildings ranging from the elephant
house in
Spring 2015
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Afternoon: Excursions
a. Pahernik forest
The Pahernik forest is part of the Pahernik estate which since 2010 has been operated by the
Pahernik Foundation following its donation by the owner. The forest area is 570 ha. and comprises
most of the estate – conifers (spruce and silver fir) make up over 80% of the trees and beech is the
predominant broadleaf along with maple and ash. Average growing stock is 453m3/ha., annual
increment is 10.8m3/ha./year and 8.0m3/ha./year is the allowable cut. Based on 2013 data the
economic surplus is €190/ha./year and an input of about 1 hour/ha./year regeneration, forest tending
and protection. As well as being run as a commercially successful forest with its Close-to-Nature
silviculture the forest very interestingly has a strong research and educational focus where sites are
used for trails and experimentation. Additionally, since its inception, the Pahernik foundation has
awarded 55 one-year scholarships for M.Sc. and Ph.D. students and co-financed 120 research and
educational projects. The Pahernik foundation is also involved in the development of the Centre for
Close-to-Nature forest management in Radlje ob Dravi.

Photo 5: Norway spruce, European Silver fir
and beech selection forest

Photo 6: Small stand of pure beech

One current area of study has been research into habitats for biodiversity. Close-to-Nature forestry
attempts to fulfil both production and ecological functions on the same geographical site; in theory
this supplants the requirement to maintain separate forest areas of old growth unmanaged reserves
and areas solely for production. That Close-to-Nature forestry is sufficient for maintenance of those
ecological functions has widespread acceptance in Slovenia and as a result natural reserves only make
1% of the total forest cover.
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Typically reserves are also small, less than 20 ha. in size also tend to occur on less productive sites.
The University of Ljubljana and the Slovenian Forestry Institute have studied particular aspects of
woodland ecology to test the effect of the current forest management on habitats and species:
Deadwood – 20% of forest biodiversity depends on deadwood habitat. It is estimated that the
Slovenian forests have on average 14m3/ha of deadwood, above the European average but still well
below the 150m3/ha found in old growth forests. In addition, most of the deadwood is less that
50cm in diameter in the managed forests;
Habitat trees – the average dbh of trees is generally lower, less than 30 cm, in managed forests than
that in old growth forest, where average dbh is greater than 50 cm. A lack of big habitat trees may
affect some species – the numbers of white-backed woodpecker, a species which should be present
throughout Slovenia has reduced to 100 pairs with a restricted distribution, attributed to insufficient
trees of larger diameter;
Microhabitats – the numerical incidence of cavities that serve as microhabitats has interestingly been
shown to be statistically identical between old growth forest and managed forest. However, there are
differences in the character of these microhabitats and in the species e.g. fungi, that each support.
To improve forest biodiversity in Slovenia more deadwood and large habitat trees are needed. This
could be achieved either by increasing these elements across all the forests or be setting more of the
forest, at least 5%, as larger natural reserves.
The Pahernik forest also contains a marteloscope demonstration plot which is specifically used to
train foresters in the selection of trees with preferred microhabitats versus those with a higher
economic value. The plot contains 524 trees all of which have been assessed and evaluated for their
ecological and economic values based on certain characteristics. Inputting their selection into tablet
computers the foresters are able to see the outcomes of their proposed silvicultural interventions to
be assessed in the field.
b. Sgerm farm and forest

Sgerm farm is a typical forest farm located in a particularly highly forested part of Slovenia where the
cover is around 70%. It is a contiguous area of 52ha., larger than the area’s average of 6.5ha. the
farm comprises 40.5ha. of forest, predominately Norway spruce along with beech and 11.5ha. of
meadow and pasture which is rented to a neighbour. The annual increment is around 10m3/ha. of
which currently 5-7m3/ha. are sold each year – the farmer is therefore building up reserves. Single
trees or groups of trees are selected for harvesting. Vital to the management of the forest using
individual tree selection is the network of forest roads for hauling the timber and permanent skidding
tracks for extraction. The family do all the silvicultural activities themselves including felling and
milling and work with a local association of small forest owners to improve market access; as has
been the case generally in Europe there has been downward pressure on prices – currently around
€40/m3 on the road for spruce.
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Photo 7: Conference participants on their way to the
farm

Photo 8: The top of the Sgerm spruce

Continuous Cover Forestry Group

The so called Sgerm spruce – the tallest
native tree in Europe (a Douglas fir is
Scotland lays claim to being the tallest) –
was first identified as being very tall in
1995 when it was measured as being
over 60 metres tall with a Suunto
clinometer. In 2012 the tree was climbed
and the dimensions recorded as height
62.26m (measured by tape and pole),
dbh 124cm. The tree is around 270 years
old and still growing. Coincidentally remeasured just five days before our visit it
was found to have a height of 62.69m.
The location is a sheltered one which, in
combination with the tree’s genetics, the
availability of water and nutrients and a
bit of luck, has allowed it to grow so tall.

Photo 9: The base of the Sgerm spruce – along
with musicians (courtesy of the farmer’s mother
who teaches at the Radlje ob Dravi music
school).
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The Institute of the Republic of Slovenia for Nature Conservation supported by the SFS is responsible
for recording exceptional trees, monitoring them and preserving them. There are currently 2,529
trees on the list, the most common being the broad-leaved lime (Tilia platyphylos) followed by the
common yew (Taxus baccata). Why do these trees matter? They are a source of pride for the owner
and show the potential of the sites where they are found. They are enjoyed by for the public and
even as regarded as a tourist attraction. Recent visitors to the Sgerm spruce included a family from
Venezuela.
Our evening was spent up at the ski resort of Ribnica where, after being well fed we were entertained
by a superb local accordion player who just happened to be the 2019 World Champion.
DAY 3 - Friday 13 September 2019
Excursion 1 – Mislinja forests.
Topics: Gradual conversation of the spruce monocultures, ecological management of farm and forest
management of state forests in Slovenia, forest protection, nature conservations and wildlife
management.
The Mislinja forests are located in the Central Alps. In total they cover 11,205 ha. with a forest cover
of 73%; roughly two-thirds of the forest ownership is private and one-third is owned by the state. The
conifers / broadleaves ratio is approximately 9:1. Historically the forests were largely a spruce monoculture and managed using a clear-cut and 80-year rotation system – glass-making, iron production,
paper production and timber milling being the main drivers of demand. The most common method of
regeneration was interesting in that after clear-cutting the residual forest material was burnt and the
land ploughed. Potatoes were planted for the first year. In the second year, rye and spruce seeds were
planted together with the spruce becoming established after the rye had been harvested. Any
naturally occurring broadleaves were removed over the following years. However, issues with that
management system such as a lack of variety in the forest landscape, soil acidification, build-up of
raw humus and degradation of soil fertility led to it being questioned and focus moved towards Closeto-Nature forest management with sustainability and multifunctionality becoming key. Clear-cutting
was legally prohibited in 1948 and in 1955 conversion of spruce forests was based on the following
actions:
•Promoting broadleaves as a seed source for future regeneration,
•Direct seeding of broadleaves (which achieved limited success),
•Planting pioneer species such as Alnus spp. and Sorbus aucuparia, and
•Under-planting of Fagus sylvatica.
This last practice was also the focus of EU project SUSTMAN between 2002 and 2005. The aim of the
Slovenian Forestry Institute was to translate scientific knowledge in this area into practical guidelines
for use by forest managers.
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For example, in relation to root distribution and competition:
Norway spruce usually develops a shallow root system with most of the roots occurring in the top 20
– 40 cm. They are also deepest around the stem. Beech root systems are normally deeper – they can
be found below 1m soil depth. Beech roots can however be distorted depending on how they are cut
in preparation for underplanting or by not being placed correctly when planted. In dry conditions
beech seedlings transpire around 1.5 kg water / day whilst a mature spruce may transpire about 35
times more (approximately 55 kg / day).
The management implications for this are:
- in the vicinity of a spruce stem there should be a minimum distance at which a beech sapling is
planted to avoid root competition,
- deformed root systems in beech seedlings may reduce their stability later in life and may reduce
their ability to compete, and
- earlier thinning or harvesting of spruce may be an additional way to reduce root competition.

Photo 10: Professor Jurij Diaci explaining the management system of the site
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Excursion 2 – Lehen on the Pohorje.
On another stunning day we took the coach almost to the high point of the Pohorje forest at 1525m.
From here we could see hill after hill covered in forest and above them the rocky peaks of the Alps
stretching away to the west. There had been significant die back of the Silver fir in the area back in
the 1980’s, caused by the coal fire power station whose steam we could see below us, much cleaner
now we were assured. Here the soils are edaphic with natural forests of slow growing Norway Spruce
and Pinus mugo, interspersed with small lakes and bog due to the impermeable silicate rock unusual
in Slovenia.

Photo 11:View to the south from highpoint of
Pohorje forest

Photo 12: 100 year old Norway spruce with Pinus
mugo on the lake edge

Over the centuries parts of the upper slope had been cleared to provide summer grazing pastures and
as a result had developed their own special biodiversity. With changing land use patterns as the rural
population declined, these were now reseeding with Norway spruce. As part of the management
plan of the Natura 2000 site this was now being removed using a skidder although there were no
plans to reintroduce grazing.

Slovenia boasts 355 Natura sites covering 37% of the country and 70% of the Natura sites are
forested. The Slovenian Institute of Nature Conservation provides the guidance and advice on the
management of the Natura 2000 sites and the SFS then builds these into the Forest Management
plans at all levels. From an emphasis on protection of biodiversity the practice is moving towards the
sustainable management of the natural, cultural and social resources of the sites with more
stakeholder engagement and integrated management. Perhaps this was best illustrated by the
conservation officer due to speak to us being called away at the last minute to sort out a problem
with the project to construct a wooden tower and summer path network at the nearby Rogla skiresort!
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Moving down the mountain we soon came into the natural beech zone now dominated by Norway
spruce. The beech had been felled to provide fuel and potash for the local glassworks from the 18th
to early 20th centuries and had been replaced by Norway spruce to increase productivity. Although
Norway spruce is a native species the local foresters were concerned that it was not the natural
species for these mid-slope sites and the impact it may be having on the soil with poor natural
regeneration on 3rd rotation sites. The forest plans sought to reintroduce beech into the understorey
to improve the soils condition. We stood by a small stand of what is best described as 60-year old
bonsai beech that had been an early experiment. Browsing damage and insufficient light levels were
the main factors.
There is a very similar group of beech in Glentress forest in the Scottish Borders in one of the
Anderson plots. Professor Anderson’s trial at Glentress was to transform an even aged plantation into
an uneven mixed spruce-fir-beech inspired by the forest of the Jura. Browsing damage and
insufficient light levels were cited as the factors there too.
The discussion turned to the management of herbivores. As we were learning the forests of Slovenia
whether private or public are managed through a hierarchy of plans that regulate the harvesting of
timber. This approach is also adopted for hunting of which there are 17 mammal species and 6 birds
on the permitted list. The big six are roe deer and wild boar found throughout Slovenia, red deer and
Chamois more localised including the area we were in and the introduced fallow deer and mouflon.
The whole country is divided into 15 hunting areas and then subdivided into over 400 hunting
grounds averaging c. 4,500ha in size managed by hunting societies and 12 special purpose areas 10 of
which are managed by the SFS. The Hunting areas have 10-year plans drawn up by the SFS for the
sustainable management of the natural resource, that is the game population itself and the balance
of that population with other species including large carnivores and the environment. From these 10year plans, annual plans are prepared using population, habitat condition and previous culls along
with damage levels for agriculture, forestry and transport infrastructure. Interestingly the hunting part
of the SFS is self-funding whereas the rest of the SFS receives Government support.
Between 1,100m and 1,200m European silver fir started to appear and the forests here were more
mixed spruce and beech. The forest ownership is, as already noted, fragmented in Slovenia but
because the forests are contiguous and also under the same management plan and local forester
advice crossing from one ownership to another is not obvious. At our next stop we looked at the
management of a medium sized and privately-owned forest of some 20ha within the wider forest
setting. Like many of Slovenia’s forests it had been in poor condition at the end of the Second World
War but with careful management now has a growing stock of 430m3, double what it had been in
1945. Composed of approximately 50:50 spruce:beech the aspiration was to increase the % of beech.
The owner did not rely on the forest for his income having a business elsewhere and a small farm. As
a result he was removing less than the allowable cut of 8m3/ha. each year and accumulating growing
stock. At present this was described as a rich, preserved forest but there was concern for the longterm health of the wood if the trend continues in terms of its vulnerability to damage and slower
regeneration.
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The availability of good records and date was key
to the development and monitoring of the forest
management plans at all levels. The forest stand
dynamics are monitored by SFS through forest
stand maps and permanent sample plots and this
information
is
combined
with
forest
management records of harvests, tending and
protection measures undertaken. The foresters
can then recognise changes in the forest stand
structure and composition and adjust the forest
management measures if necessary for the next
plan. The forest stand maps cover 1.2m ha.
across the whole of Slovenia with over 330k
stands described. Each year 10% of the 100k plus
permanent sample plots across Slovenia are remeasured with each tree in the plot being
recorded spatially along with its species, dbh,
Photo 13: Alojzij Klancnik retired local forester
social status, damage, height and quality
with over 40 years in the Slovenia Forest Service
assessment. Such a data set is also an invaluable
source for research. The foresters build up the forest plans from local visual assessments and
deriving increment information using the national data for the relevant site type and species.
At the forest and site level, knowledge of forest habitats, their ecological condition and the tree
species adapted to them are the basis of sustainable forest management. Vegetation and forest
habitat (phytocenological) maps are prepared by specialist surveyors to form the basis of forest plans.
The Slovenian foresters place great emphasis on promoting natural forest types as being the most
resilient in the face of changing climate and disease patterns. The natural forests here are mixed silver
fir and beech with the proportion of fir greatest at the lower altitudes, and the beech becoming more
dominant with altitude until the firs disappear at c.1,200m. Natural spruce habitat only occurs on the
highest part of the mountains. However, due to past management spruce is predominant in most
forest habitats while beech is only slowly returning to its natural habitats. The acidification of the soil
by the spruce is thought to be one of the reasons. The data are also valuable in considering future
climate scenarios and the impact these might have on the forest composition.
On our final stop we had descended to c.600m and now silver fir was a much stronger component of
the forest up to 70% along with Norway spruce and beech. The part of the forest was originally
bought in 1906 by Edvard Pahernik, the father of Slovenian Close-to-Nature forestry. Starting with the
traditional farmer selection systems Pahernik developed his selection system over years of
observation of nature and woodland processes as well as the recording of standing and cut wood and
using this data to plan and adapt the management. His aim was to maximise the number of healthy,
well grown trees per hectare i.e. focusing on the quality of the final crop trees in harvesting
interventions
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The growing stock was 360m3/ha. with an annual increment of 10.5m3/ha. The management system
here was described as freestyle silviculture. The principle approach was still that of a selection system
applied over the whole area but where there were gaps opened up or more light demanding species,
an irregular shelterwood system was used. The target composition over the forest was to move
towards 50% silver fir, 40% Norway Spruce, 5% beech and 5% other broadleaves, a growing stock of
4-500m3/ha and a target dbh of 70cm for the silver fir and the Norway spruce.
The health of the forest was a constant thread running through the time in Slovenia. One forester
described the events of the last 5 years as turbulent times with the ice storm of 2014 and wind
storms of 2017 and 2018 each followed by progressively more severe bark beetle outbreaks. In total
over the years almost 16m m3 of timber was damaged and had to be cleared. In annual terms this
was three times the average for the previous 20 years.
Forest protection and health is a high priority for Slovenia with the Slovenian Forest Institute, the SFS
and the Department of forestry and renewable resources all playing a part. Prevention, prophylaxis
and suppression measures are all deployed. The use of insecticides and pheromone traps are
discouraged as not in keeping with the Close-to-Nature principles as well as being non-selective. The
over reliance on suppression methods which was compounded by being too slow to react to the
beetle outbreak was felt to be one of the facts that allowed the recent outbreaks to become so
severe. Once again there was concern over stands of trees, particularly conifers, that were
inappropriate for the site type. The potential in the growing stock is around 20% conifers but they
actually make up 45% of the stock.
Walking back we passed the dead tops of ash succumbing to ash die back (Hymenoscyphus fraxineus).
Within two years of the first reports of the disease in 2006 the infection had spread across the whole
country. Since then the rate of felling of ash as a result of the disease has risen exponentially. A tiny
proportion of the ash trees appear to have some resistance and these are being sought for retention
and propagation.
We ended the forest visit at the house
of one of the forest owners that had
once been a shooting lodge. As a
collector of antiques his home was full
of carved wooden furniture, rural and
church artefacts along with beautiful
wooden parquet floors.
Once again a magnificent “snack” was
spread before us by the local farmer’s
wives along with samples of the local
distillation and cider.
Photo 14: Just a snack!
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The AGM for Pro Silva was held back at the Manor House in Radije. The minutes are available of
the CCFG web site.
The remainder of the evening was spent at a local restaurant where once again some superb
musical entertainment was provided by two local musicians performing their own compositions on
the guitar and accordion. This was complemented by some of the delegates performing songs and
poems that reflected something of their own cultures suitably encouraged by the rest of us.
DAY 4 - Saturday 14 September 2019
Celje urban forest
It was fitting for our last day of the programme “Forests for the Future – from Science to the
People” that we should visit a thriving urban forest. It was not always so. Back in the 1980’s Celje,
to the east of Ljubljana was better known for its industrial pollution and its forests forgotten. Today
those same forests have become one of the defining features of the city of Celje and leading the
way for other towns and cities in Slovenia to manage their forests. The Major of Celje was among
those who addressed us at the Town Hall clearly proud of the city’s forest and all that it meant to
the people.

Photo 15: The forest on the edge of Celje
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We heard the story of the transformation over the last 20 years from some of those involved and
then ended our tour enjoying the blend of forestry and culture in the forest itself.
In the 1996 a group of Celje foresters with the local unit of the SFS made a proposal to protect the
forests and to develop their social function with the involvement of the local community – the City
Municipality of Celje.
When they began the forests had no legal status, suffered from fragmented ownership and poor
forest management due in part to limited access on the steep slopes. They gradually moved to
today’s position where 114ha. of forest are in public ownership and the remainder have legal
protection. The process was organic and gradual taking time to build trust and confidence. It
needed a wide range of skills including conflict resolution, persistence, participation and
communication among others.

The forests have been brought back into sustainable management with a network of tracks and
trails to improve access. This necessitated the reconciliation of public and private interests in the
area. A number of owners sold their interests to the Municipality while others receive
compensation for public works such as trails that cross their land in proportion to the revenue
foregone.
As the forest came back into management the forester and the community started to map out the
ecosystem services that the forests provided for the city – protection, reserves, products,
recreation and education – building up a picture of the roles of different parts of the forest and
helping people to recognise the benefits.
A recreation infrastructure was developed and
there are now 15km of walking and multi-use
trails on the forest. These were being well used
during our visit to the woods with the forester
also noting that the path was known as the
Coronary Trail as it was so steep – the folk of
Celje need to be fit! The number of recreation
users has grown steadily over the years. This
does present the foresters even here with some
familiar problems e.g. people coming on
worksites. There is a strong emphasis on public
information and consultation to address the
issues.
The role of the forest in education has also
grown over the years with one of the aims to
have all the 12-year olds visit the forest with a
forester as part of their education. There is
interest from kindergartens through primary to
secondary schools for nature-basedSpring
education.
2015
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Photo 16:
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The health of their forests is high on
concerns of the foresters. Prevention
through early warning of, and rapid
response to, pests and diseases is an
important part of the strategy to prevent
widespread damage. Recognising the
increase in invasive alien species, such as
the oak lace bug (Corythucha arcuate) in
Celije and insufficient capacity to
monitor everything, a citizen science
project has been set up to encourage the
general public to look out for certain key
species. Training sessions and a mobile
app for reporting has yielded over 65k
observations to date with a 94%
accuracy.

Photo 17: Underside of oak leaves showing Oak lace bug
(Corythucha arcuate) which depletes the leaves of chlorophyll.

Looking forward the foresters are keen
to build on what they have achieved
with continuing sustainable forest
management, growing collaboration
with users and other stakeholders and
developing
the
educational
programmes. They are also looking at
the potential of payments for
ecosystem services. One of the more
recent features of the forest is a
beautiful tree house of local Douglas
fir, designed by a Slovenian architect
and built around four trees although
most of the weight was being
supported by the pillars. Now the
centre piece of the forest it houses a
small education centre and is a focal
point for education and cultural
activities. In the space beneath the
tree house, we held the closing
ceremony.

Photo 18: The Tree House of Celje forest 4.1
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Once again a superb spread was laid out for us to enjoy while three classical musicians entertained
us. One forester commented that there is a similarity between music and forests in that both involve
listening. It was certainly a good setting with the forest providing excellent acoustics. Did trees join in
the music letting the wind playing through their leaves?
A forest managed in sympathy with nature and in partnership with the local communities providing
economic and social benefits to the city and its people was a fitting place to end a superb visit.
Our thanks to all those in Pro Silva and in Slovenia especially Anton Lesnik, Professor Jurij Diaci and
the staff of the Slovenian Forest Service who made us so welcome in their country and who had
worked so hard in preparing and then leading a tour that gave us a real insight into their forest culture
and practice.
Our thanks also to the CCFG for giving us the opportunity to attend the visit and for financial support
towards the cost.
Will Baxter and Chris Tracey

Photo 19: Classical musicians performing in Celje
forest at the closing ceremony
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