
We bid farewell to Ann ... 

The Archives & Special Collections has bid  

a fond farewell to long-time employee and 

Senior Archives Assistant Ann Hughes,   

who has retired after over 30 years with the       

Library & Archives Service. Ann was a        

reassuring presence in the searchroom and 

office due to her calm, welcoming               

demeanour, and wide-ranging knowledge    

of  the collections (especially all things 

‘Anglesey’). Ann will be greatly missed by all 

of her colleagues and we wish her all the 

happiness in her retirement. 

… and welcome Gwyn to the 

Team! 

 

Gwyn Williams recently joined us, taking up 

the role of Senior Archives Assistant. 

You may recognise him as he has worked 

with the Library & Archives Service for many 

years, recently running the Normal Library.  

2020/21 Statistics 

In an unusual year it is not reasonable to compare our statistics with previous years. As well as closing 

the department completely during the lockdown periods, we have had to reduce our opening hours and 

introduce a new booking order to visit the reading room. However, things are steadily improving and we 

are pleased to see our students returning to campus: 

 

Number of visits = 323 

Number of documents used = 2343  

Number of rare books consulted = 152  

Top 3 Collections: 

1. Bangor Mss 

2. Plas Newydd 

3. J.E. Lloyd 
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Digital Services : Issue 13 October 2021 

What’s On: 

 

Online exhibitions 

 

REACH FOR THE 

SUMMIT (office.com)  

 

Cofio Cynan /        

Remembering Cynan 

(office.com)  

 

Sir Charles Harper 

(1876-1950) 

(office.com)  

 

________________ 

 

History Day 2021 

History Day 2021 | 

Institute of Historical 

Research  

 

________________ 

 

 

 

 

Collections Available Online! 

The Archives and Special Collections are taking part in the Jisc – JSTOR Open     

Community Collections Scheme which seeks to support discovery, use, and impact 

of open digital collections for the benefit of the research and teaching community. 

Open Community Collections unlocks the potential of an institution’s special         

collections by making them freely available on a platform already known and used  

by researchers, teaching staff and students. Digital content is now more important 

than ever for research, teaching and learning and the Open Community Collections 

initiative provides an opportunity to leverage our own digitised collections and get 

more use out of them. 

Currently, we have a small stock of digitised manuscripts available via the Scheme 

(Bangor University on JSTOR) they include :  

• BMSS/1 - An early Welsh Grammar, c. 1320. 

• BMSS/2 - A 17th century Welsh Grammar. 

• BMSS/3 - A Book of Hours (Horae Beatae Mariae Virginis) 14th/15th century. 

• PFA/5 – 19th century Plantation accounts of the Pennant family in Jamaica (which 

include lists of slaves). 

• BMSS/37223 - A scrapbook commemorating the “Peacemakers’ Pilgrimage” 

• African Training Institute (Congo Institute) Papers, Colwyn Bay. 

We are also in the process of uploading our UCNW Collection of photographs onto 
the  online catalogue. This Collection of photographs relates to the University and 
consists of individuals, student and staff groups and many more:  
Collection browser (bangor.ac.uk)  
 
Watch this space for more digital collections coming soon! 
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Conservation of the  

Charles Harper Albums 

In 1999, the Archives & Special Collections, 

received a small collection of papers relating 

to Sir Charles Harper. These documents had 

been carefully and  chronologically arranged 

into albums in the 1980s by his son, John 

Charles Harper Douglas Pennant and after  

his death were transferred to the care of   

Bangor University along with other family  

papers. 

John Charles Harper Douglas Pennant (d. 

1998) was married to Lady Janet Pelham (1923-1997) who inherited Penrhyn Castle in 1949. She was     

daughter of the 6th Earl of Yarborough and his wife, a daughter of the 3rd Baron Penrhyn. 

The Archives and Special Collections has been awarded an ICON grant to implement preventive conservation 

measures in relation to 8 of the Charles Harper albums which contain a variety of manuscripts, photographs 

and printed ephemera relating to his tenure as Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the island of St Helena 

in the South Atlantic Ocean. These documents are illustrative of island life over a period of seven years.    

Securing the long-term preservation of these albums is essential since they are of immeasurable value to  

anyone studying the history of the British Empire and how it affected the colonies, the indigenous peoples 

and their cultures.  

The online exhibition of the collection can be viewed here: Sir Charles Harper "colonial administrator" (1876-

1950) (office.com)  

 

Distance Enquiry Service 

The Archives & Special Collections has received 

an enthusiastic endorsement from the public via 

the Distance Enquiry Services survey undertaken 

every two years by the Chartered Institute of   

Public Finance and Accountancy. 

The Archives delivered a service by phone and 

email throughout lockdown, and invited the       

recipients to respond to the national survey.     

Responses were overwhelmingly positive with 

overall satisfaction very good (94%) or good (6%). 

Remarks included: “I think the service the staff 

are currently providing during this pandemic is 

way above my expectations. Fantastic service for 

which I am truly grateful.” 

Archives staff are very pleased by the feedback. 

It was a pleasure to welcome the Minister for 

Health and Social Services of Wales, Eluned 

Morgan, to the Library recently and show her 

some of the treasures from the  Archives. 

Stories of our Times: The Legacy of Penrhyn Castle 

The Head of Archives & Special 

Collections, Elen Simpson, took 

part in the recording of a podcast 

miniseries in conjunction with   

The Times and Marian Gwyn over 

the Summer. The Legacy of      

Penrhyn Castle explores the       

legacy of slavery linked to the   

historical property. Listen to the 

podcast here: The legacy of      

Penrhyn Castle (Pt 1) |                

Stories of our times on Acast 

Archives Internship 

 

Online Catalogue Update 

The work of data inputting onto our online catalogue has slowed down in recent months due to 

the Library reopening. However, we have still managed to add a further 7000 individual records 

since April, bringing the total to 74500; 62% of the General Bangor Manuscripts catalogues have 

been inputted, whilst 58% of the Special Collections catalogues can be viewed.  Recently added 

catalogues are Llwydiarth Esgob and Porth yr Aur Further Additional. 

Thanks to Alaw Dafis, an undergraduate, for her company during the     

summer. She worked as an Intern at the Archives searching our               

catalogues and collecting information on the international material among 

the thousands of documents held at the Archives. The information will       

be stored on a spreadsheet and some selected items will be digitised.    

Alaw also wrote two contributions to our "Archive of the Month" item and 

these will appear in October and November this year. 
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