
NEWS 
 FROM THE ARCHIVES AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

We were fortunate to be able to re-open our consulting service for 

readers shortly before Christmas. There were 79 visits to the       

temporary reading room in the Library between 29 September and 

17 December, which shows that there’s still a demand from students, 

staff and the general public to use the unique and rare resources in 

our care. 

 

The second lockdown gave staff the opportunity to continue the    

important work of answering queries, adding descriptions to our 

online catalogue, preparing our exhibition, writing the newsletter   

and assisting the research centres, etc. 

 

The public is now allowed to visit us again and we are delighted to 

welcome our readers - old and new - on the 8th April. 

 

Our opening hours will be as follows: 

Tuesdays 10am – 12pm and 1pm – 3pm 

Thursdays 10am – 12pm and 1pm – 3pm 

 

A maximum of 3 researchers will be admitted at a time and there will 

be a requirement to pre-book a search room space and order docu-

ments and rare books by 3pm on the Friday the week before your 

visit.  We ask all researchers to contact archives@bangor.ac.uk or 

01248 383276 prior to your visit to discuss your requirements. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

 

___________________ 

 

Annual Online Exhibition 

‘REACH FOR THE SUMMIT’ 

(Launch date 1 April 2021) 

 

__________________ 

 

Womens Archive Wales 

CONFERENCE 

Bangor University 

(3 & 4 October 2021) 

 

__________________ 

 

 

 

 

Opening to Readers - the latest 

 



 

During the lockdown period Archives & Special Collections staff were given 

limited access to the Archives building to undertake research for enquiries 

and to do some  general housekeeping. This ‘quiet time’ also gave us the  

opportunity to go through some of the boxes of miscellaneous uncatalogued 

items we have in our holdings which have been waiting for our attention for 

many years. In doing so, staff have found some amazing items including:  

• A Survey of Presaddfed and Dronwy Estates, 1808. 

• Early 19th century Recipe Book, containing a collection of recipes 
and remedies. 

• Photograph of the Snowdon Railway Train at the Summit              
(see opposite page). 

 

DISCOVERIES IN THE ARCHIVES! 
 

 

Archives Work in the Time of Covid 

 

The work of data inputting onto our online catalogue has continued at  

a high rate during recent weeks as a third lockdown took its hold in  

Wales. With many staff in the University advised to work from home  

we welcomed invitations from our colleagues to assist in adding to our 

catalogues on CALM. We also have a volunteer and a work placement  

student helping out with this work. 

 

Recently added catalogues onto CALM are : 
 

• Lligwy (Volume 1) 

• Henblas A 

• Plas Newydd 8 

• Penrhos 3, 4, 6, 7 and 8 

• Cefn Du 

• Dr Hugh Jones 

• Belmont 

• Rhiwbach [quarry] 

 
 

We now have 67,000 individual records available online - an increase of 11,000 since last April. Also, the complete 

Plas Newydd Papers (all 9 series) are available to browse via the online catalogue! 

 Arthurian Expert assists the Royal Mail with 

new stamps 
 

The enduring popularity of the Arthurian legends has been underlined 

yet again by the new publication of a set of stamps depicting Arthurian 

legends and characters by the Royal Mail. The new stamps have     

designs commissioned from artist Jaime Jones, and the accompanying 

text is by our very own Arthurian expert, Professor Raluca Radulescu, 

Director of the Centre for Arthurian Studies: 

 

“I am delighted to have contributed the framing introduction to this    

series of stamps, and the accompanying article in the Royal Mail   

Yearbook, which will introduce the general public to the multilingual, 

multi-racial medieval stories, and their importance in both politics and 

culture across the Middle Ages and beyond.” 

 

 

[Images from Royal Mail: Royal Mail | Royal Mail Group Ltd ] 

 

The Shankland Lectures 2020 

The Shankland Lectures were presented live online in 2020 due to the pandemic. The recordings can 
now be found on the The Stephen Colclough Centre web site at:  http://colclough.bangor.ac.uk  

 

The recorded lectures were as follows: - 

• 7 October: 'The Owen Pritchard Collection: a treasure chest of 
books from the Private Press Movement'. Shan Robinson, Library 
and Archives Service, Bangor University. 

• 28 October: ‘Cynan Frenhinwr: 1895-1970' Yr Athro Gerwyn Wiliams, 
Ysgol y Gymraeg ac Astudiaethau Celtaidd. 

• 11 November: ‘Books on my Bookshelf’. Professor Helen Wilcox in 
conversation about the books that have been important in her life 
with Professor Sue Niebrzydowski, School of Languages, Literature, 
Linguistics and Media. 

• 25 November: 'Cyfeillion a Chrach-feirniaid: y wasg a diwylliant 
llenyddol Cymraeg America, c.1838-c.1860'. Professor Jerry Hunter, 
Bangor University. 

• 2 December ‘Songs lost and found: Katherine Philips's 'Pompey's 
Ghost', Restoration to (American) Revolution’ Dr John Cunningham, 
School of Music, Drama and Performance. 

• 9 December ‘History on the spot - using smartphone technology’. 
Rhodri Clark, Director of the History Points project. 

• 16 December: ‘Writing and Reading in Manuscript: From Grub Street 
to the Mabinogi’. Dr Mary Chadwick, Research Fellow, Department of 
History, English, Linguistics and Media, The University of            
Huddersfield.  

https://www.royalmail.com/
http://colclough.bangor.ac.uk


 Major New Acquisitions for the R.S. Thomas Research Centre 

 

The R.S. Thomas Research Centre, already one of the major single 

author archives in the UK,  has added to its substantial collection by 

purchasing what the Co-directors, Prof. Tony Brown and Prof. Jason  

Walford Davies, believe to be the most significant collection of   

Thomas manuscripts still in private hands. 

 

The purchase price was raised with the assistance of grants from    

the     Victoria and Albert Museum Purchase Fund (only the second 

such grant   to a Welsh institution) and the Friends of the National   

Libraries, as well as from The Bangor Development Fund and Ysgol    

y Gymraeg. Particularly noteworthy is the material from the 1940s, at 

the beginning of Thomas’s career, a period from which very little   

manuscript material has survived.  

 

The Centre has also recently acquired two notebooks kept by Thomas when he was rector at Manafon, 

Montgomeryshire in the 1940s. The note books, donated to the Centre by a private owner, contain diary 

entries from the period of the Second World War as well as notes on Thomas’s reading.  ‘This is in itself 

an exciting new acquisition’, said Prof. Brown, ‘very little personal material written by R.S. Thomas at the 

very beginning of his  career has survived. The diary shows us something of his thoughts and inner    

reflections in that early period’. 

 

ARCHIVES COMPETITION 

In February we ran a lockdown competition amongst our users, asking when we re-open our doors,   

which resource(s) would you like to see and why. We received some great entries which were  judged by 

the staff of the Archives and Special Collections - the winner being the most original and compelling  

submission. 

Pippa Jones was declared the winner of the £25 Voucher Prize with her suggestion from the Pamplin    

Papers: PAMP/92/lxxii: ‘Letters from Sir William Jackson Hooker to William Pamplin.’ 

“As a previous MSc Plant Conservation student, and definite                                                                                  

pteridiophyte-ophile (fern-lover), I was excited to see these   

letters between William Pamplin of Bangor and the first         

director of Kew Botanic Garden. In this specific record, William 

Pamplin is sending plates and proofs of ferns he has drawn for 

Hooker's books; and asking for Hooker's Introduction to the 

Flora Indica. Interesting to see this early link between Bangor 

and Kew Botanic Garden. Now we have our very own Treborth 

Botanic Garden (also with amazing ferns) and Herbarium at 

Bangor University!" 

 

‘Reach for the Summit!’ 
 

Our Annual Exhibition this year will be tracing the history of mountaineering in north Wales 

through the medium  of a variety of printed material and manuscripts from our Archives and 

Special Collections. We will be paying   particular attention to the 'Pinnacle Club', a UK based 

club of women climbers who will be celebrating its centenary this year. 

ONLINE ANNUAL EXHIBITION 2021 

Enquiries 2019-2020 

The team has been busy answering 662 queries over the last academic year. Due to the Covid restrictions and the 

fact that the researchers were unable to visit the Archives themselves, staff have noticed that the queries tend to be 

more complex and take longer to answer. As expected, there was also an increase in the number of requests for 

copies of manuscripts. 

 


